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A    PLEA 


FOR 


THE   AUGSBURG   CONFESSION, 

ETC. 


THE  Church  of  our  Fathers  in  this  country,  has,  for  a 
period  of  several  months,  been  considerably  agitated  by  a 
small  anonymous  Pamphlet,  which  purports  to  be  a  re 
cension  of  the  Augsburg  Confession,  the  primitive  stand 
ard  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  the  most  re 
nowned  document  of  her  faith,  and  for  three  centuries 
the  unexceptionable  password  of  her  adherents. 

The  recension,  appearing  under  the  title  of  "  A  Definite 
Platform,"  &c.,  acknowledges  that  the  Augsburg  Con 
fession  as  a  whole  is  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  revealed 
word  of  God,  and  declares  that  the  venerable  document  is 
by  no  means  to  be  done  away  with  in  the  Church,  whose 
birth  it  once  gloriously  proclaimed  before  the  highest  pow 
ers  of  Church  and  State  in  the  old  German  Empire.  And 
yet,  notwithstanding  this  concession  is  made,  the  recen 
sion  points  out  a  series  of  doctrinal  errors,  which  the 
Augsburg  Confession  is  said  to  contain.  These  reputed 
errors  are  so  glaring,  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  mi 
nisters  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  this  coun 
try,  have  long  since  regarded  their  existence  in  the  Augs- 
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burg  Confession  as  a  matter  of  fact,  not  to  be  disputed 
any  longer ;  that  they  have  arranged  their  teaching  and 
preaching  in  their  congregations  accordingly,  and  that 
they  feel  themselves  conscientiously  bound  to  come  out 
before  the  Church  and  the  world  with  this  Declaration  of 
Independence,  by  which  the  Lutheran  public  is  informed 
of  their  absolute  freedom  from  any  pollution  produced  by 
contact  with  the  errors  of  the  Augsburg  Confession. 

We  give  them  credit  for  this  honest  avowal  of  their  par 
tial  apostacy  from  the  most  important  Confession,  the  Lu 
theran  Church,  as  such,  has  to  boast  of.  We  do  this  the 
more  cheerfully  because  we  expect  that  they  will  give  us 
credit  for  our  open  and  unequivocal  free-will  offering  of  a 
Plea  for  the  old  Augsburg  Confession,  and  even  for  those 
parts  which  seem  to  be  very  unbecoming  stains  on  the 
face  of  the  old  document. 

We  may  as  well  mention  at  this  point,  that  we  shall  in 
this  short  tract  not  speak  of  the  objections,  which,  in  the 
Definite  Platform  are  set  forth  against  some  errors,  con 
tained  in  some  other  symbolical  looks  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  but  that  we  shall  confine  ourselves  exclusively  to 
the  errors  pointed  out  in  the  Augsburg  Confession,  the 
work  of  Luther  and  Melanchthon  themselves,  and  the  only 
one  of  our  Confessions  which  was  universally  received  as 
such  by  the  whole  Lutheran  Church  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Of  course  the  accusation  against  the  Augsburg  Confes 
sion  involves  an  exhibition  of  Luther  and  Melanchthon, 
those  pillars  of  the  reformation,  as  teaching  heretical  doc 
trines  which  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  word  of  God. 
There  is  scarcely  anything  that  can  claim  a  more  serious 
investigation.  If  there  is  error  in  such  matters  with  such 
men,  if  they  mixed  truth  with  error  in  their  own  confes 
sions  of  faith,  in  whom  may  we  have  confidence  ?  If  they 
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misunderstood  the  Gospel  in  doctrinal  matters,  which  with 
them  were  by  no  means  of  secondary  consideration,  who 
can  claim  our  confidence  and  faith  as  a  doctrinal  autho 
rity?  A  little  poison  will  make  a  whole  loaf  of  otherwise 
good  bread  a  harbinger  of  death.  A  confession,  wherein 
a  series  of  doctrinal  errors  plays  such  an  important  posi 
tion,  seems  to  be  of  a  similar  character. 

We  would  to  God  Luther  and  Melanchthon  could  rise 
from  their  resting-places  before  our  Lutheran  Church, 
and  with  their  own  eloquence  and  learning,  earnestness 
and  power  of  spirit,  plead  their  own  cause,  the  cause  of 
their  God,  and  of  his  ever  blessed  Gospel.  But  in  this 
grave  question,  which  vitally  affects  the  highest  interests  of 
our  Lutheran  Church,  we  may  be  permitted  to  let  them 
speak  in  their  own  written  and  printed  words,  and  we 
trust  that  a  candid  examination  will  prove,  that  our  Re 
formers  and  their  Confession,  once  delivered  at  Augsburg, 
have  not  been  properly  understood  by  those  who  charge 
them  with  doctrinal  errors,  that  to  another  part  they  have 
been  grossly  misrepresented,  and  that  in  the  whole,  the 
errors  are  not  on  the  side  of  the  Augsburg  Confession, 
but  on  the  side  of  those  who  'agitate  our  Lutheran  Church 
with  the  introduction  of  a  fatherless  and  motherless  child, 
the  Definite  Platform.  We  shall  endeavour  to  maintain 
in  this  controversy  a  dignified  and  Christian  spirit,  as  it 
becomes  this  holy  subject,  and  those  who,  differing  in  some 
points,  know  one  Master  and  one  service.  People  on  earth 
will  always  differ  in  their  opinions.  The  truth  will  gain 
by  giving  free  scope  to  investigation,  and  by  the  illustra 
tion  of  the  different  sides  of  the  same  question. 

Before  entering  into  the  doctrinal  contest,  we  are  in 
honesty  bound  to  confess,  that  there  are  some  features  in 
the  Definite  Platform,  which,  under  all  circumstances,  must 
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appear  very  illiberal  and  improper.  The  Synods  adopting 
this  Platform,  are  expected  to  make  it  a  principle  not  to 
receive  into  their  membership  any  one  who  would  not  sub 
scribe  this  Definite  Platform.  That  is  to  say,  that  a 
man  who  has  the  old  Lutheran  faith,  can  no  longer  be  a 
Lutheran  in  this  new  Lutheran  Church  of  the  Definite 
Platform.  This  is  taking  very  strong  ground,  particu 
larly  on  the  part  of  those  who  always  did  express  a  strong 
antipathy  against  all  binding  power  of  the  old  confessional 
or  symbolical  books  of  our  Lutheran  Church.  The  same 
men  would  now  unlutlieranize  every  one  who  could  not 
or  would  not  coincide  with  their  views. 

But  this  fact  appears  still  more  preposterous  when  we 
consider,  that  those  very  men  who  intend  to  change,  to  an 
extent,  the  doctrinal  basis  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  assume 
the  position  of  representing  the  real  doctrines  and  spirit 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  inconsistency  of  this  be 
haviour  will  more  plainly  appear  by  a  comparison.  Sup 
pose  some  ministers  in  connexion  with  the  Episcopal  Church 
would,  by  the  way  of  investigation,  come  to  the  conclu 
sion  that  the  principle  of  Episcopacy,  as  laid  down  in  the 
fundamental  canons  of  the  Church  was  wrong,  that  there 
were  even  some  other  errors  connected  with  the  Episcopal 
system  of  faith.  Would  it  be  regarded  as  any  thing  else 
than  a  most  astounding  presumption,  for  such  men  to  dare 
to  change  the  character  of  the  church  canons,  and  de 
nounce  some  of  them  as  errors,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
maintain,  that  they  themselves  are  the  true  representatives 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  can  unchurch  the  others?. 
Or  what  would  be  the  position  of  a  man  in  connexion  with 
the  Baptists  who,  having  convinced  himself  of  the  errors 
of  the  sacramental  doctrine  of  the  Baptist  denomination, 
would,  with  some  others,  come  out  with  aspersions  of  er- 
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rors  against  the  confessional  document  of  his  own  church, 
and  who,  at  the  same  time,  would  not  only  intend  to  main 
tain  his  position  in  the  Baptist  communion,  but  would  as 
sume  with  his  adherents,  the  position  of  a  tribunal  in 
"doctrinal  and  disciplinarian"  matters  in  that  church? 
That  this  is  exactly  the  case  with  us,  the  sequel  will  clearly 
show. 

We  cannot  omit  at  this  point  the  remark,  that  those 
who  undertake  to  change  the  doctrinal  basis  of  a  church, 
take  upon  themselves  an  awful  responsibility.  They  know 
that  such  an  act  strikes  at  the  very  heart  of  the  church, 
has  a  tendency  to  unsettle  the  views  of  her  members,  and 
to  make  her  own  children  mistrust  their  own  mother. 
Our  Lutheran  Church  has  a  history  of  three  centuries. 
She  is  the  first  form  of  the  glorious  Reformation,  which 
gave  new  life  to  the  whole  church.  From  this  renewed 
church,  as  from  a  new  heart  of  mankind,  new,  and  fresh, 
and  vigorous  blood  flows  in  an  uninterrupted  stream  through 
mighty  arteries  into  the  whole  world.  The  sounds  pro 
duced  by  those  strokes,  wherewith  Luther,  the  monk  and 
the  giant,  nailed  his  95  theses  against  the  gates  of  the 
Cathedral  at  Wittenberg,  still  reverberate  through  the 
whole  church ;  and  the  mighty  intellect  of  that  man,  with 
whom  religion  was  life,  and  life  religion,  has  shown  itself 
in  the  conflict  with  popish  perversions  as  powerful  as  in  the 
masterly  manner  wherewith  he,  as  an  advocate  of  Christ 
and  his  atonement  on  earth,  expounded  the  long-obscured 
mysteries  of  the  Gospel.  Melanchthon  was  called  the  "  pre 
ceptor  Germanise,"  the  teacher  of  all  Germany.  Let  any 
one  examine  the  theological  mastership  which  this  learned 
and  honoured,  yet  humble  disciple  of  Christ,  exhibited  in 
his  Apology  for  the  Augsburg  Confession — a  tract,  which, 
as  a  theological  exposition  of  our  Lutheran  faith,  is  sur- 
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passed  by  none,  unless  by  the  Augsburg  Confession,  the 
work  of  the  same  mind  and  hand — and  he  will  be  con 
vinced  of  the  folly  of  those  who  presume  to  think,  that 
he  or  his  mighty  coadjutor  might  be  materially  benefited 
by  the  dogmatical  and  exegetical  instructions  of  the  theo 
logical  professors  and  authors  of  the  present  times. 

These  are  the  authorities,  now  arraigned  before  a  court 
of  modern  theologians,  who  charge  them  with  having  em 
bodied  in  the  first  and  most  prominent  confession  of  our 
Lutheran  Church,  a  number  of  errors  in  matters  of  faith 
and  doctrine. 

We  do  not  believe  in  the  absolute  wisdom  or  infallibility 
of  any  man  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  We  know  that  Lu 
ther  and  Melanchthon  were  men  subject  to  human  infirmi 
ties.  We  believe  that  they  are  no  more  than  guides  to 
the  fountain  of  truth,  to  the  Gospel ;  and  whenever  we 
find  that  they  lead  us  off  from  the  word  of  God,  we  are 
bound  not  to  hesitate  in  our  decided  deviation  from  their 
views.  But  the  fact  is,  that  they,  being  the  instruments 
for  a  mighty  work  in  the  hands  of  God,  gave  an  impulse 
to  a  new  life  of  the  church,  and  this  they  did  on  no  other 
basis  than  the  everlasting  Gospel  itself.  There  can  be  no 
mistake  that  they  were  not  only  most  eminently  endowed 
for  their  momentous  mission,  but  that  they  made  the  most 
attentive  and  scrupulous  study  of  the  G-ospel  the  very  pro 
fession  of  their  private  and  public  life.  Their  own  reform 
ing  activity,  the  hosts  of  opponents  they  had  to  encounter, 
their  own  position  in  the  church,  must  have  prompted  them 
to  do  so.  They  did  not  arrive  at  their  conclusions  in  a 
random  way.  Nor  was  it  in  a  precipitate  manner  that 
they  laid  a  confession  of  their  faith  before  the  highest 
powers  of  the  Christian  world,  and  before  the  supreme 
bench  of  the  King  of  kings,  and  the  Lord  of  lords.  They 
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felt  the  responsibility  of  having  produced  a  schism  in  the 
one  Catholic  church,  and  they  knew  that  on  the  day  of 
judgment  they  had  to  answer  for  every  word  which  they 
said.  They  fought  a  battle  with  the  superstitions  of  cen 
turies,  and  nobody,  who  ever  knew  any  thing  about  Lu 
ther,  would  venture  to  suppose  that  Luther  ever  would 
have  given  away  the  breadth  of  a  hair  to  please  man  or 
to  soothe  the  imbittered  feeling  of  the  mighty  on  earth. 
With  him  every  article  of  faith  was  not  merely  the  re 
sult  of  a  close  examination  of  the  Gospel-text,  which  he 
would  defend  as  a  theologian,  but  it  was  a  matter  bear 
ing  upon  the  peace  of  his  heart.  The  Lutheran  Reforma 
tion  was  eminently  no  work  of  the  study-room,  but  of  the 
"  closet:"  of  prayer  and  deep  experience  of  the  inmost 
man.  It  was  no  reformation  merely  of  theology,  but  of 
religion  and  piety. 

Those  who  embark  on  an  expedition  against  the  "  Er 
rors"  of  the  Augsburg  Confession,  ought  to  bear  these 
things  in  mind,  before  they  proclaim  to  the  Lutheran 
Church  the  arrival  of  a  revised  and  improved  edition  of 
our  Confession.  They  may  say,  that  most  of  the  minis 
ters  of  the  American  Lutheran  Church  do  not  believe  in 
those  doctrines  which  the  Platform  points  out  to  us  as  er 
rors.  But  of  what  weight  is  this?  Shall  we  submit  the 
faith  of  the  church,  the  authority  of  Luther,  Melanchthon, 
and  a  whole  crowd  of  learned  and  pious  men  of  old  and 
new  times,  to  the  views  of  some  ministers,  whatever  their 
merits  may  be,  whatever  their  number,  as  to  a  higher  au 
thority?  Do  not  mention  the  enlightened  spirit  of  the 
age.  What  did  it  prove,  that  the  whole  mass  of  the  Is 
raelites  in  the  times  of  Moses  and  Aaron  forgot  the  law 
and  the  service  of  the  living  God,  and  went  to  adore  a 
golden  calf?  Yet  that  was  at  that  time  the  climax  of 
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wisdom,  the  then  domineering  "spirit  of  the  age."  The 
Lord  deliver  us  from  a  time-serving  spirit  in  matters  of 
religion  and  eternal  salvation.  All  our  progress  in  the 
arts  and  sciences,  in  natural  and  mental  philosophy,  all 
the  inventions  of  the  age,  all  the  combined  results  of  all 
the  combined  researches  of  all  the  learned  men  of  all  cen 
turies,  do  not  contain  the  least  particle  whereby  they  could 
save  an  immortal  soul.  Nor  are  they  as  such  the  key  to 
unlock  the  storehouse  of  God's  spiritual  treasures ;  neither 
can  they  afford  us  a  deeper  and  clearer  insight  into  the 
glorious  Gospel,  and  into  the  eternal  wants  of  our  fallen 
race.  The  state  of  theology  and  religion  of  an  age,  does 
not  at  all  depend  upon  the  progress  of  general  science  and 
social  life.  An  age  may  be  backward  as  far  as  scientific 
attainments  and  social  refinement  are  concerned,  and  yet 
have  attained  a  high  degree  of  gospel-knowledge.  Even 
in  an  age  of  high  mental  culture,  man,  in  matters  of  re 
ligion,  must  begin  at  the  same  point  wrhere  the  Reformers 
began.  His  heart,  being  blind  and  sinful,  must  share  in 
the  experience  of  those  who,  though  backward  in  worldly 
intelligence,  were  enriched  with  the  wisdom  that  cometh 
from  above.  The  Gospel  finds  man  always  the  same. 
Religion  is  a  thing,  that  with  every  generation  must  be 
given  anew,  must  take  the  same  start  in  every  man's  heart, 
must  operate  in  the  same  way,  must  use  in  all  times  the 
same  means,  must  produce  the  same  ends,  must  oppose  the 
same  enemies.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  time  or  locality, 
with  nationality  or  age,  with  wisdom  or  power ;  it  is  the 
ever  great  question  between  God  and  every  individual 
man,  to  be  decided  by  the  Gospel,  the  Magna  Charta  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Let  the  spirit  of  our  enlightened 
age  be  whatever  it  will,  we  all  know  that  religion  is  not 
its  forte,  that  the  mind  of  the  masses  is  taken  up  with 
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worldly  and  secular  affairs,  that  religion  in  our  times  is 
rather  a  mere  ornament  for  respectability  sake,  thrown 
over  the  dress  of  fashion,  than  the  force  and  substance  of 
our  life.  How  different  was  this  in  the  times  of  the  Re- 


f  orm  ation  I     There  was  an  outp^u^in^joLspjritj  of  grace, 

The  impulse  given  at 


that  time,  is  attested  by  the  history  of  the  world.  What 
can  be  compared  to  it  in  the  age  in  which  we  live  ?  There 
could  not  be  found  a  more  unsuitable  time  to  undertake 
a  change  of  church  confession  than  this,  our  age,  the  age  of 
materialism,  rationalism,  and  infidelity  —  of  a  conflict  of 
views  on  all  the  principles  bearing  upon  social  and  private, 
ecclesiastical  and  political  life,  where  no  man  is  to  be 
found  who  may  be  said  to  bear  the  true  stamp  of  a  re 
former.  Lpt  the  spirit  of  Luther  rise  before  you,  TT<v 
was  "  every  inch  a  reformer;"  his  thoughts,  the  broken 
spell_of  nations  ;  his  feelings,  the  pulsations  of  the  heart 
ofjj^world;  his  words,  facts  and  "  half-battles  ;"  and  his 
weapons,  the  sword  of  the  Spirit^ 

We  know  very  well  that  our  Lutheran  Church  has  pe 
culiarities  of  her  own.  So  has  every  church.  We  know 
that  some  men  do  not  understand  this,  and  that,  therefore, 
they  are  always  clamorous  against  church  confessions,  and 
raise  the  cry,  the  Bible,  the  Bible,  and  nothing  but  the  Bi 
ble  !  This  would  do  if  all  Christianity  were  to  take  the  first 
start  to-day.  But  already  to-morrow,  interpretations  and 
confessions  would  spring  up  like  mushrooms  on  a  hot-bed. 
The  Bible  is  the  broad,  unfathomable  ocean,  on  which  all 
sects  and  churches  spread  their  canvass,  and  every  one 
of  them  steers  for  a  safe  port  after  its  own  predilections. 
Every  denomination  has  an  individual  life,  and  the  law  of 
self-preservation  ought  to  teach  her,  that  she  is  throwing 
herself  away,  if  she  is  not  determined  to  stand  by  her 
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banners,  and  to  defend  her  position.  0  that  our  Lutheran 
Church  never  had  courted  the  vestibules  of  her  neighbours' 
sanctuaries  as  she  did!  0  that  she  might  have  under 
stood  the  peculiar  ^opto^ai-a,  the  gifts  of  grace  which  God 
from  heaven,  has  intrusted  to  her  in  her  doctrines !  With 
them,  she  has  a  life  of  her  own ;  without  them,  she  loses 
the  privilege  of  an  individual  character.  The  experience 
of  the  past  will  teach  us  at  what  follies  and  eccentricities 
churches  may  arrive,  which  have  no  definite  historical  po 
sition,  and  are  ashamed  of  their  own  birth-right,  and  have 
no  faith  in  the  documents  witnessing  their  origin.  They 
are  like  those  nebulous  clouds  in  the  sky  which  have  no 
solid  nucleus,  but  float  on  an  uncertain  track  through  the 
universe,  attracted  by  other  celestial  bodies,  with  whom, 
on  their  errand,  they  may  perchance  come  in  contact. 
XA._church  must  have  a  confession  of  her  own?  andLjhejnust 
stand  to  it  unwaveringly,  unless  she  has  lost  self-respect 
and  faith  in  her  own  self.  There  may  always  be  some 
who  have  their  doubts.  But  these  doubts  will  certainly 
not  claim  more  respect  than  the  old  faith  of  the  church. 
At  least,  those  who  doubt,  should  not  change  the  founda 
tions  of  a  building  which  they  did  not  lay. 

There  is  a  tendency  prevailing  to  make  the  Lutheran 
Church  large,  and  so  extend  her  borders  at  the  expense 
of  her  life-blood,  her  doctrine.  May  her  children  be  like 
the  sand  on  the  sea-shore  and  the  stars  upon  the  firma 
ment  ;  may  her  strength  ever  increase  and  her  foundation 
be  the  whole  surface  of  the  globe.  But  let  this  founda 
tion  be  strong,  and  let  us  not  forget  that  we,  as  the  Lu 
theran  Church,  shake  our  corner-stone  in  shaking  the 
Augsburg  Confession.  Neither  name,  nor  flesh,  nor  blood, 
can  make  us  true  Lutherans,  but  the  Lutheran  spirit  and 
the  Lutheran  doctrine. 
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We  have  no  objections  against  an  ever  repeated,  rigor 
ous  examination  and  comparison  between  the  Augsburg 
Confession  and  the  Gospel,  the  rock  on  which  that  corner 
stone  of  our  church  is  laid.  But  we  have  to  offer  most 
emphatically  the  strongest  objections  against  the  officious 
manner  in  which  some  persons  raise  alarm  throughout  the 
church,  promulgate  their  intention  to  change  the  Augsburg 
Confession,  and  act  in  such  a  manner,  as  if  their  views  in 
regard  to  the  so  called  errors  of  the  Augsburg  Confession 
were  absolutely  above  all  possibility  of  error. 

Any  one  who  has  the  least  acquaintance  with  the  history 
of  science,  knows  to  what  change  science  is  subject.  This 
admits  of  no  exception,  in  regard  to  theology.  Almost 
without  perceiving  it,  men  may  be  led  to  views  quite  dif 
ferent  from  those  which  they  formerly  embraced.  Think 
of  Germany !  About  fifty  years  ago  almost  'all  the  theo 
logical  chairs,  and  even  the  pulpits  of  that  country,  were 
under  the  control  of  rank  rationalists.  This  is  the  period 
whose  theological  exploits  the  Definite  Platform  unfortu 
nately  holds  up  to  us  as  an  authority  in  the  sacramental 
doctrines,  (v.  p.  40.)  Look  at  the  theological  and  reli 
gious  literature  of  Germany  of  those  times.  What  a  change 
has  taken  place  in  the  course  of  twenty  or  thirty  years ! 
The  Lord  be  ever  praised  for  his  blessings,  and  for  the 
revival  of  religion,  wherewith  Germany  has  been  visited! 
And  in  the  same  degree  in  which  piety  has  been  increasing, 
the  old  doctrinal  standards,  once  treated  like  mere  super 
stitious  absurdities  of  by-gone  years,  have  received  new 
honours. 

There  is  nothing  stationary  in  life.     We  may  often,  in 
matters  of  religion,  have  felt  the  immediate  power  and  in 
fluence  of  this  or  that  doctrine,  whilst  other  points  of  faith 
stood  in  the  background.     But  other  experiences  or  re- 
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newed  studies  of  the  Gospel,  may  at  once  convince  us, 
that  there  were  treasures  laid  into  our  hands,  thus  far  un 
known  to  ourselves.  But  in  this  question  there  is  involved 
not  so  much  the  change  of  private  views,  as  the  alteration 
of  a  public  document.  Let  us  not  he  hasty  in  this  mat 
ter.  Perhaps  we  might  have  to  change  again  hefore  long. 
Could  any  man  of  sound  mind  expect  beneficial  results 
from  such  a  want  of  stability  in  our  doctrinal  position? 
Let  us  pause  once  more  and  investigate  a  little  more  prayer 
fully  and  attentively,  before  we  issue  a  "writ  of  errors" 
against  the  Augsburg  Confession.  Let  us  treat  the  vene 
rable  legacy  of  our  father  in  the  faith,  gently  and  reve 
rently,  and  let  us  not  forget,  that  there  is  no  one  living 
now  amongst  us,  who  might,  even  in  matters  of  theological 
and  religious  knowledge,  sit  honourably  on  the  bench  of 
judges  against  a  Luther  and  a  Melanchthon. 

After  these  preliminary  remarks,  called  forth  by  the 
subject  before  us,  we  now  proceed  to  examine  the  charges 
of  errors,  broached  against  the  Augsburg  Confession  by 
the  "Definite  Platform."  The  space  allotted  to  us,  will 
not  admit  of  as  minute  an  examination  as  these  subjects 
require.  But  we  will  endeavour  to  point  out  in  the  most 
concise  manner,  those  principles  and  facts  which  will  have 
a  bearing  upon  the  decision  of  this  doctrinal  controversy. 


FIRST  ERROR. 

THE   APPROVAL    OF   THE   CEREMONIES   OF   THE   MASS. 

This  is  the  first  accusation  against  the  Augsburg  Con 
fession.  We  will  give  it  an  unprejudiced  examination. 
The  charge  is  a  very  grave  one.  Only  think  of  a  pro- 
testant  church  approving  of  that  act  of  popery,  by  which 
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the  very  substance  of  the  perversion  in  doctrine  and  prac 
tice  is  brought  to  light.  2 

But  the  charge  directed  against  our  Lutheran  Church, 
is  a  very  unjust  one.  We  will  preface  the  refutation  of 
it  by  the  remark,  that  in  those  times,  when  our  Augsburg 
Confession  was  formed,  the  term  "Missa,"  "Mass,"  was 
one  in  general  use  for  the  eucharist.*  To  this  term,  as 
best  known  to  all  those,  most  of  them  Catholics,  before 
whom  the  Augsburg  Confession  was  first  read,  on  the  25th 
of  June,  1530,  the  authors  of  the  Confession  accommo 
dated  themselves. 

The  article  in  the  Augsburg  Confession  bearing  upon 
this  question  is  the  24th.  Before  hearing  what  it  says, 
we  will  remember  that  it  is  the  third  article  of  the  second 
part  of  the  whole  Augsburg  Confession.  This  second  part 
is  ushered  in  with  the  superscription,  "Articles  on  which 
there  is  dispute;  enumeration  of  the  ABUSES  which  we  have 
abrogated" 

We  see  that  Art.  24th  has  the  title,  The  mass.  We 
see  that  the  mass  is  here  enumerated  amongst  the  abuses 
on  which  there  is  dispute  between  Lutherans  and  Roman 
ists,  and  that  the  Lutherans  have  abrogated  the  abuses 
practised  in  the  Roman  Church  in  connexion  with  the 
mass,  or  the  Lord's  Supper.  So  much  for  the  present  on 

*  Tlius  we  read  in  the  Apology  to  the  Augsburg  Confession,  Art.  12: 
Mass  is  held  in  our  churches  on  every  Sunday  and  festival,  ivhen  the  sacra- 
ment  is  administered  to  those  who  desire  it,  but  only  after  they  have  been  ex 
amined  and  absolved.  Besides,  Christian  ceremonies  are  likewise  observed 
in  reading,  singing,  praying,  §c.  In  olden  times,  the  celebration  of  the 
eucharist  was  much  more  frequent  than  now,  in  the  church  in  general. 
We  see  here  distinctly,  that  Mass  means  nothing  else  but  the  Lord's  Sup 
per.  The  ceremonies,  reading,  singing,  praying,  kneeling,  standing,  and 
so  on,  seem  to  be  rather  innocent.  In  later  years,  the  term  Mass  in  this 
sense  was  entirely  given  up  by  the  Reformers. 
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the  expression  of  the  Definite  Platform  in  this  respect, 
viz.,  the  Augsburg  Confession  contains  the  approval  of 
the  ceremonies  of  the  Romish  mass. 

The  Platform  does  not  mean  to  say,  that  the  Augsburg 
Confession  does  approve  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Romish 
Church  in  regard  to  the  Lord's  Supper.  Certainly  the 
difference  between  the  two  churches  on  this  point  is  es 
tablished  beyond  all  doubt.  But  let  us  compare  the  Ro 
mish  doctrine  and  usages,  and  the  doctrine  and  usages 
of  the  Augsburg  Confession  in  their  main  features  regard 
ing  this  question. 

The  Romish  Church  teaches,  that  by  "  transubstantia- 
tion"  bread  and  wine  are  in  substance  changed  into  the 
body  and  blood  of  Christ.  The  Augsburg  Confession 
teaches,  on  her  part,  nothing  of  the  kind.  We  shall  here 
after  hear  what  her  positive  teaching  on  this  point  is.  (v. 
Confession,  Augsburg,  Art.  10.) 

The  Romish  Church  teaches,  that  by  the  sacramental 
service  of  the  priest,  the  sacrifice  of  Christ  is  repeated 
with  every  celebration  of  the  mass.  The  Augsburg  Con 
fession  expressly  rejects  this  in  the  strongest  terms:  say 
ing,  1.  That  Christ  has  offered  himself  once  for  all  the  sins 
of  the  world.  2.  That  we  receive  grace  from  God  not  by 
works,  opus  operatum,  but  by  faith  in  Christ,  and  that 
the  Romish  Church  teaches  wrong  by  exhibiting  the  cele 
bration  of  the  mass  or  the  Lord's  Supper  as  a  meritorious 
work.  3.  That  sacraments  as  such  are  by  no  means  in 
stituted  to  serve  as  a  sacrifice  or  atonement  for  our  sins, 
because  the  atonement  is  performed  by  Christ's  death,  but 
as  a  means  to  awaken  our  faith  and  to  comfort  the  hearts 
and  consciences  of  men,  by  reminding  them  through  this 
sacrament,  that  Christ  has  promised  them  grace  and  for 
giveness  of  sins.  These  ar^  the  very  words  of  the  Augs 
burg  Confession.  (Art.  24.) 
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Again :  The  Romish  Church  teaches,  that  nobody  but 
the  priest  should  be  allowed  to  partake  of  the  bread 
and  the  cup.  This  abuse  had  been  abolished  in  the  Lu 
theran  Church  long  before  the  Diet  of  Augsburg ;  and  the 
Augsburg  Confession  in  her  22d  Art.,  which  is  the  very 
first  amongst  those  which  refute  the  Romish  abuses,  de 
clares  that  in  the  Lutheran  Churches,  according  to  the 
plain  words  of  Christ,  the  lay-members  receive  the  bread 
and  the  cup  as  well  as  the  ministers. 

Again :  In  the  Romish  Church  the  priest  may  celebrate 
the  Lord's  Supper  without  any  church  members  being  pre 
sent.  This,  the  Augsburg  Confession  rejects,  and  main 
tains,  that  with  us  the  Lord's  Supper  is  reinstated  as  a 
true  communion,  where  the  ministers  and  others  appear 
as  participants.  (Art.  24.) 

Again:  The  Popish  Church  used  to  have  processions 
and  similar  parades  in  connexion  with  the  mass.  This, 
too,  the  Lutheran  Church  has  abolished,  (v.  Augsburg 
Confession,  Art.  22.) 

Article  24  sums  up  by  saying,  that  "with  us  the  Lord's 
Supper  remains  in  its  proper  use,  as  they  observed  it  in 
the  Church  in  olden  times,  as  can  be  proved  from  St.  Paul, 
1  Cor.  xi.,  and  by  the  writings  of  many  Church  fathers." 

Having  all  these  facts  and  quotations  from  the  Augs 
burg  Confession  before  us,  what  shall  we  say  to  the  charge 
of  the  Definite  Platform,  that  the  Augsburg  Confession 
approves  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  mass?  Any  one  read 
ing  this  accusation,  as  it  stands  out  in  bold  relief,  might 
think  that  the  Augsburg  Confession  swallows  down  with 
out  any  hesitation  or  scruples,  all  the  popish  paraphernalia 
of  the  mass  like  the  whale  swallowed  Jonah.  But  it  turns 
out  to  be  a  misrepresentation,  calculated  to  arouse  in  the 

2* 
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hearts  of  many  less  informed  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  misgivings  against  their  own  spiritual  mother. 

"We  know  very  well  that  Luther  did  not  give  to  the  cele 
bration  of  the  Lord's  Supper  that  shape  which  it  has  at 
the  present  time  in  most  of  our  Lutheran  Churches  and 
in  others.  But  let  us  not  forget,  that  Luther  regarded 
outward  forms  and  signs  as  being  of  secondary  importance, 
and  that  he,  in  his  times,  knew  the  minds  of  his  people 
well  enough,  and  that  he  did  not  go  with  them  to  extremes, 
which  might  have  endangered  the  very  essence  of  religion 
in  them,  and  eradicated  truth  with  the  error,  and  the  useful 
with  the  useless,  by  at  once  changing  every  particle  of 
forms  of  worship,  in  vogue  with  them  from  time  immemo 
rial.  This  has  been  the  case  with  so  many  extremes  when 
in  the  hour  of  excitement,  sickly  enthusiasm,  forgetting 
all  historical  connexion  with  the  past,  planted  something 
worse  in  the  place  of  popery.  Again :  Luther  and  Me- 
lanchthon  maintained  the  principle,  that  no  man  should 
make  laws  absolutely  binding  in  matters  of  religion,  where 
the  Gospel  did  not  bind  the  consciences  by  such  laws. 
They  contended  for  freedom  in  points  regarding  forms  of 
worship.  Let  us  hear  what  the  Augsburg  Confession 
teaches  in  her  8th  Article: — " It  is  sufficient  for  the  real 
unity  of  the  Christian  church,  that  the  preaching  is  done  in 
harmony,  with,  and  according  to  the  true,  unaltered  mean 
ing  of  the  Crospel,  and  that  the  sacraments  are  administered 
according  to  the  ivord  of  G-od.  But  it  is  not  necessary 
for  the  real  unity  of  the  church,  that  there  are  everywhere 
the  same  ceremonies  instituted  by  men."  This  is  the  broad 
basis  of  our  Augsburg  Confession.  Let  us  thank  God  for 
this  spirit  of  liberty  which  makes  our  Lutheran  Church  a 
home  for  the  spirit  and  not  a  stronghold  for  the  letter, 
and  which  gives  us  freedom  in  religion  in  all  matters  of 
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forms  and  ceremonies,  and  other  non-essentials.  We,  in 
our  times,  do  not  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper,  as  the  Lord 
himself  celebrated  it  with  his  disciples.  With  us  the  whole 
arrangement  is  a  different  one.  At  the  time  of  its  insti 
tution,  there  were  no  women  at  the  table ;  there  is  no  spe 
cial  law  of  Christ  that  they  should  be  admitted  now.  But 
certainly  we  have  a  right,  yea,  a  duty  to  admit  them,  and 
our  Lord's  Supper,  whatever  other  differences  in  point  of 
outward  forms  may  take  place,  is  nevertheless  the  Lord's 
Supper. 

Luther  manifested  great  anxiety  in  reference  to  the 
real  beauty  and  the  becoming  manner  of  congregational 
worship.  He  desired  the  celebration  of  the  sacrament  to 
be  a  solemn  act,  edifying  in  all  the  parts  of  its  adminis 
tration.  But  he  was  very  far  from  making  his  taste  a 
binding  law,  although  his  taste  in  this  respect  was  cer 
tainly  a  good  one,  by  which  many  of  us  might  be  bene 
fited. 

To  sum  up  this  whole  argument,  we  will  mention  that 
already,  in  1526,  Luther  edited  a  formula  under  the  title, 
"The  German  Mass,"  wherein  he  gave  a  beautiful  ritual 
for  the  Lord's  Supper,  to  be  conducted  in  the  German, 
and  which,  in  its  main  features,  is  in  use  yet  in  hundreds 
of  Lutheran  Churches. 

With  this  evidence  before  us,  we  must  confess  that  we 
cannot  understand  how  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
can  prefer,  against  our  Augsburg  Confession,  the  odious 
charge  of  her  "approval  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  mass," 
whilst  the  Augsburg  Confession  itself  enumerates  the  mass 
amongst  those  abuses  the  Lutheran  Church  had  abolished. 
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SECOND  ERROR. 

PRIVATE    CONFESSION   AND    ABSOLUTION. 

The  Definite  Platform  maintains,  that  the  Augsburg 
Confession  commits  a  gross  error  by  making  private  con 
fession  and  absolution  one  of  the  standard  Lutheran  prin 
ciples. 

In  the  first  place,  we  will  remark,  that  the  accusation 
is  quite  likely  to  arouse  a  feeling,  as  if  the  Lutheran  doc 
trine  had  rather  a  tendency  to  chime  in  with  the  Roman 
error  of  auricular  confession  and  priestly  absolution.  No 
charge  against  the  Augsburg  Confession  could  possibly  be 
more  unjust  than  this  one,  for  which  there  is  in  fact  no 
shadow  of  right. 

Let  us  remember,  that  the  25th  Art.  of  the  Augsburg 
Confession,  which  bears  the  title  "on  confession,"  is  one 
of  those  which  treat,  as  we  have  stated  above,  on  "  abuses 
abolished  in  the  Lutheran  community." 

We  will  now  listen  to  what  the  Augsburg  Confession 
says  in  Art.  25,  against  those  Roman  abuses  connected 
with  confession. 

"  The  ministers  of  our  communion  nave  not  done  away 
with  confession.  We  retain  the  custom  of  administer  i7ig 
the  Lords  Supper  to  those  only  who  have  previously  con 
fessed  and  heard  absolution.  On  this  occasion  we  dili 
gently  instruct  our  people  how  comforting  the  word  of  ab 
solution  is,  how  highly  they  ought  to  prize  it;  for  it 
is  not  to  be  regarded  as  the  mere  voice  or  word  of  a  pre 
sent  man,  but  as  the  word  of  G-od,  who  is  the  forgiver  of 
sin.  For  absolution  is  pronounced  in  the  name  of  Crod, 
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and  according  to  his  command.  We  teach  most  diligently 
of  this  command  and  power  of  the  keys,  how  comforting, 
how  necessary  it  is  for  the  terrified  consciences;  also,  that 
it  is  God's  WILL  that  we  believe  in  this  absolution,  as  if 
we  could  hear  the  voice  of  Grod  from  on  high,  and  that  we 
should  be  joyful  in  the  spirit,  and  be  certain  that  through 
such  faith  we  shall  receive  forgiveness  of  sins.  The  mi 
nisters  who  formerly  have  said  a  great  deal  about  confes 
sion,  did  not  mention  a  word  about  these  necessary  doc 
trines,  but  they  did  torment  the  consciences  with  requiring 
long  enumerations  of  sins,  ivith  satisfactions,  and  indul 
gences,  and  pilgrimages,  $c.  Even  many  of  our  antago 
nists  do  confess,  themselves,  that  this  chapter,  on  true 
Christian  penance,  is  now  treated  and  taught  a  great 
deal  more  becomingly  than  it  has  been  for  a  long  time." 

"  Our  teaching  in  regard  to  confession  is,  that  no  one 
is  expected  to  mention  his  sins  one  by  one,  because  this 
is  impossible;  (v.  Ps.  xix.  13,  and  Jer.  xvii.  9.)  Poor 
frail  human  nature  is  so  deeply  imbued  witli  sin,  that 
man  is  unable  to  see  and  to  know  all  his  sins,  and  it  ivould 
avail  us  but  little  if  we  were  to  be  absolved  only  of  those 
sins  which  we  are  able  to  enumerate." 

Here  the  Augsburg  Confession  introduces  quotations 
from  church  fathers  which  fully  coincide  with  these  prin 
ciples.  She  winds  up  the  whole  paragraph  with  the  re 
markable  words  of  Chrysostom,  that  "  Confession  is  not  a 
commandment  of  the  Grospel,  but  instituted  by  the  church." 
It  concludes  by  saying,  that  the  Lutheran  communion 
retains  confession  on  account  of  absolution,  which  is  the 
main  point  of  it,  and  on  account  of  some  other  less  im 
portant  reasons. 

Now  let  us  sum  up  the  points  bearing  upon  the  question 
before  us.  We  see  that  our  Lutheran  standard  has  no- 
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thing  at  all  to  do  with  auricular  confession,  as  practised 
in  the  Roman  Church.  There,  the  penitent  is  required 
(we  mention  one  point  of  many,)  to  relate  at  least  all  his 
"mortal  sins"  (a  discrimination  of  sins  which  we  do  not  re 
cognise)  and  to  relate  them  with  all  their  concomitants,  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  sins  were  committed,  the 
motives  which  prompted  the  will  to  them,  the  ends  which 
were  produced  by  them.  Our  Augsburg  Confession  re 
jects  all  this,  and  all  the  awful  ballast  of  human  laws  and 
inventions  of  priestcraft,  which  make  the  confessional  chair 
more  influential  than  the  Pope's  chair  at  Rome. 

Again :  Our  Lutheran  Church  knows  of  no  priesthood 
in  the  sense  of  the  word  in  the  Roman  Church.  Our 
church  maintains  the  doctrine  of  the  universal  priesthood 
of  all  believers  in  Christ.  Already,  in  1521,  Luther  pub 
lished  his  celebrated  tract  on  this  subject.  It  is  easy  to 
understand  what  the  consequences  of  this  true  Christian 
doctrine  must  be  for  the  doctrine  of  confession.  The  Lu 
theran  minister  does  not  stand  there  like  the  embodiment 
of  the  power  of  hell  or  heaven,  not  like  the  representative 
of  a  caste  endowed  with  the  exclusive  prerogative  to  de 
cide  on  the  eternal  fate  of  poor  miserable  sinners. 

We  will  here  introduce  the  formula  of  absolution  used  at 
Wittenberg,  the  cradle  of  the  Lutheran  Reformation,  in 
the  year  1559.  After  the  admonition  to  repentance  and 
faith  in  Christ,  the  minister  shall  say:  "  Therefore  to  all 
such  as  are  here  present  with  a  penitent  and  believing 
spirit,  who  turn  themselves  to  Grod  and  fear  his  anger  at 
their  sins,  who  believe  that  their  sins  are  forgiven  for  the 
sake  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  who  earnestly  resolve  to  die  unto 
sin,  to  all  such  1  proclaim  the  forgiveness  of  their  sins  ac 
cording  to  the  word  of  the  Lord :  Whosesoever  sins  you 
remit,  they  are  remitted  unto  them.  Therefore,  according 
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to  the  command  of  Christy  I  pronounce  to  you  this  for 
giveness,  that  your  sins  are  pardoned  for  the  sake  of  Jesus 
Christ.  And  of  this  voice  of  the  Gf-ospel  you  ought  to 
accept,  and  enjoy  true  comfort  in  Christ,  and  walk  faith 
fully  and  obediently  before  God,  having  a  good  conscience." 
This  is  nothing  but  what  the  Bible  authorizes,  and  has  been 
the  practice  of  the  Lutheran  Church  from  the  beginning 
until  the  present  time,  even  in  this  country. 

Again:  Our  Augsburg  Confession  avowedly  says,  that 
confession  is  an  institution  ordered  by  the  church,  and  not 
resting  on  a  special  dictate  of  the  Gospel.  But  the  Augs 
burg  Confession,  having  refuted  and  rejected  the  Romish 
errors,  has  certainly  a  right  to  maintain  what  may  be  in 
the  hands  of  a  faithful  ministry  a  most  excellent  means 
to  bring  repentance  and  consolation  nearer  to  the  hearts 
of  sinners. 

We  all  know  how  urgently  the  Gospel  enjoins  us  to  be 
ware  of  an  unworthy  participation  of  the  body  and  blood 
of  Christ.  The  Church  could  not  do  better  than  institute 
a  particular  service,  preparatory  to  the  celebration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper.  There,  an  occasion  is  given  .to  move  the 
hearts  of  men,  to  preach  to  them  repentance,  and  to  warn 
them  of  a  portentous  responsibility.  And  all  those  who 
are  lingering  after  the  comfort  of  forgiveness  of  sins,  can 
there,  at  the  same  time,  hear  the  blessed  word  of  pardon, 
pronounced  according  to  the  command  of  Christ. 

A  man  who  doubts  whether  a  minister  of  Christ  has  a 
right  to  pronounce  absolution  in  the  name  of  Christ,  must 
never  for  a  moment  have  held  up  to  his  earnest,  attentive 
consideration  and  reflection,  the  words  of  Christ:  "What 
soever  ye  shall  bind  on  earth,  shall  be  bound  in  heaven ; 
and  whatsoever  ye  loose  on  earth,  shall  be  loosed  in  hea 
ven!"  Matt,  xviii.  18.  It  has  been  the  view  of  the  Lu- 
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theran  theologians  from  the  beginning,  that  these  words  of 
Christ  apply  to  the  ecclesiastical  rights  of  the  whole  con 
gregation.  The  connexion  of  the  whole  passage,  together 
with  other  Scriptural  passages,  proves  indisputably,  that 
this  verse  finds  its  application,  not  to  the  Apostles  only, 
but  to  the  whole  church,  and  every  individual  member 
thereof,  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  regular  pastor 
remaining  intact.  De  Wette,  kurze  Erklaerung  der  Evang. 
Matth.  3  Ausgabe,  1845,  p.  196,  19T.  Rud.  Stier's  Re- 
den  des  Herrn  Jesu,  2  Ausg.  2  Theil,  p.  246,  sgg. 

Of  course,  in  the  congregation  as  such,  the  minister  is 
the  duly  appointed  officer,  who,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  will 
proclaim  the  good  tidings  of  forgiveness  to  the  penitent, 
and  the  awful  wrath  of  God  to  the  impenitent  and  to  the 
hypocrite.  But  this  does  not  forbid,  that  under  certain 
circumstances  a  member  of  the  church  may  confess  his  sins 
to  another  member,  and  be  comforted  by  the  cheering  ex 
hortation  of  his  brother,  who  is  no  minister. 

We  may  well  ask  now,  whether  the  Augsburg  Confes 
sion  commits  an  error  in  maintaining  private  confession 
under  all  those  restrictions  related  above.  We  allow  a 
minister  to  hear  a  confession  from  his  whole  flock.  Why 
in  the  name  of  common  sense  should  we  regard  it  as  wrong 
in  him  to  hear  the  confession  of  the  individual  members 
thereof? 

Thousands  of  times  the  spell  of  sin  might  be  broken  if 
there  only  would  be  an  open  confession  on  the  part  of  the 
sinner,  before  another  brother,  who  could  be  the  spiritual 
guide  to  the  fountain  of  mercy  and  life. 

Of  course,  this  requires  the  most  solid  confidence  on 
the  part  of  the  confessing  brother,  and  the  most  sacred 
reservation  on  the  part  of  the  other.  We  would  to  God 
that  all  our  church  members  had  that  confidence  in  our 
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ministers !  What  a  praise  this  would  be  to  those  minis 
ters;  it  would  speak  volumes  for  them! 

But  alas!  the  state  of  things  is  deplorable  enough. 
Under  the  influence  of  a  revival-excitement,  scenes  have 
often  been  witnessed  bordering  very  near  upon,  not  pri 
vate,  but  auricular  confession.  There  is  a  testimony  even 
in  this  in  favour  of  the  Augsburg  Confession. 

Let  us  not  proclaim  error  where  the  question  is  not  to 
be  settled  by  a  mere  chiming  in  with  a  popular  prejudice. 
Our  Augsburg  Confession  contains,  also,  in  this  point,  a 
doctrine  which  may  expect  a  very  close  and  scrupulous 
examination  before  being  held  up  by  her  own  confessors 
to  contempt  on  account  of  supposed  "error." 


THIRD  ERROR. 

DENIAL    OF    THE    DIVINE    OBLIGATION    OF    THE    CHRISTIAN 
SABBATH. 

BY  this  accusation  the  Augsburg  Confession  seems  to 
be  placed  in  a  very  bad  predicament.  The  Definite  Plat 
form  exposes  the  old,  long  revered  Document  to  a  just 
scorn  to  all  orthodox  Christendom,  showing  its  very  un 
godliness  in  a  most  essential  point.  What  good  may  be 
expected  from  a  Church,  whose  first  and  best  Confession' 
teaches  that  the  keeping  of  the  Christian  Sabbath  is  not 
a  divine  obligation? 

We  will  here  state  that  the  Definite  Platform  admits  of 
a  little  freedom  of  opinion  on  this  subject.      For,  enume 
rating  the   errors   in   the    Augsburg    Confession  and  in 
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some  other  symbolical  books  of  our  Church,  it  says:  "At 
the  same  time,  whilst  we  will  not  admit  into  our  Synod 
any  one  who  believes  in  Exorcism,  private  Confession,  and 
Absolution  or  the  ceremonies  of  the  Mass,  we  grant  liberty 
in  regard  to  the  other  omitted  topics,  and  are  willing,  as 
heretofore,  to  admit  ministers  who  receive  them,  provided 
they  regard  them  as  non-essential,  etc."  Among  those 
other  omitted  topics  is  the  denial  of  the  divine  obligation 
of  the  Christian  Sabbath. 

We  will  clear  the  way  somewhat  for  further  remarks  on 
this  subject  by  simply  stating,  that  our  Augsburg  Confes 
sion  nowhere,  in  any  way,  teaches  that  we  should  not  keep 
the  Christian  Sabbath  in  a  Christian  way,  or  that  the 
keeping  of  the  Christian  Sabbath  rightly  understood,  is  not 
a  divine  obligation.  On  the  contrary,  our  Augsburg  Con 
fession  lays  down,  in  regard  to  this  point,  the  Gospel  rule 
that  we  should  have  order  in  all  things,  particularly  in 
Church  matters,  and  that  we  should  certainly  not  scandal 
ize  our  brethren  by  breaking  the  established  order  of  the 
Church  in  this  respect,  by  breaking  the  sacred  rest  of  the 
Christian  Sabbath. 

It  seems  to  us  to  be  a  duty  towards  the  Augsburg  Con 
fession  to  mention,  at  this  place,  that  she  nowhere  speaks 
of  the  Sabbath  with  any  intention  to  settle  the  difficult 
question  of  the  origin  of  our  Christian  Sunday,  which 
superseded  the  Old  Testament  Sabbath,  (Saturday.)  The 
Augsburg  Confession  speaks  of  the  Sabbath  incidentally 
in  Art.  28,  which  treats  on  the  Power  of  the  Bishops. 

The  Definite  Platform  reads  thus,  p.  27:  "The  Sab 
bath  must  be  universally  obligatory,  and  the  abrogation 
of  the  Mosaic  ritual  can,  at  most,  only  repeal  those  cere 
monial  additions  which  that  ritual  made,  and  must  leave 
the  original  Sabbath  as  at » found  it.  Now  whilst  the 
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^Apostles  and  first  Christians,  under  the  inspired  guidance, 
for  a  season  attended  worship  on  the  Jewish  Sabbath,  yet 
they  observed  the  day  of  the  Lord's  resurrection,  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  as  their  day  of  special  religious  convoca 
tions  ;  and  this  inspired  example  is  obligatory  on  Christians 
in  all  ages.  Still  the  essence  of  the  institution  consists, 
not  in  the  particular  day  of  the  week,  though  that  is  now 
fixed,  but.  in  the  religious  observance  of  one  day  in  seven." 

We  may  easily  see  that  the  difference  between  the  Augs 
burg  Confession  and  the  Definite  Platform  does  not  at  all 
consist  in  the  negation  of  a  divine  obligation  to  keep  the 
Christian  Sabbath  on  the  part  of  the  Augsburg  Confession, 
and  on  the  affirmation  of  such  an  obligation  on  the  part 
of  the  Definite  Platform.  The  Augsburg  Confession 
striving  against  the  abuses  of  the  power  of  the  Bishops, 
mentions  bad  practices  of  the  Bishops  in  regard  to  the 
Sabbath  and  other  days.  She  incidentally  asserts  that 
she  regards  every  Christian  as  in  duty  bound  to  keep  the 
Sabbath,  and  without  entering,  in  any  way,  into  all  the 
details  connected  with  this  subject,  she  reminds  the  Chris 
tian  reader  of  a  well  known  Apostolic  dictate,  to  beware 
of  giving  offence  to  another  brother. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  Roman  Church  regards 
the  Christian  Sabbath  as  a  holy  day  set  apart  for  the  par 
ticular  service  of  God.  Thus  she  regards  the  Christian 
Sabbath,  whatever  her  teachings  concerning  the  manner 
of  keeping  this  holy  day  may  have  been.  But  we  will 
remember  that  there  was  no  dispute  about  the  Jewish  or  di 
vine  institution  of  the  Christian  Sabbath  between  the 
Roman  Church  and  the  Reformers.  The  Roman  Church 
regards  everything  divine  which  she  holds  and  teaches,  no 
matter  whether  Christ  himself,  or  whether  his  representa 
tives  on  earth,  did  institute  those  things  she  holds  and 
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teaches.  On  this  latter  point  there  was  no  dispute  be 
tween  Rome  and  Wittenberg,  that  is  to  say,  Luther  and 
Melanchthon  had  received  from  the  older  Church  the 
doctrine  and  practice  of  the  Christian  Sabbath  as  a  holy 
day,  as  a  divine  institution  and  obligation,  and  they  had 
not  a  word  to  say  against  this  view  of  the  Sabbath.  But 
they  had  a  great  deal  to  say  against  the  abuses  by  virtue 
of  which  the  Bishops  made  the  Sabbath  a  day  of  sin  and 
x&dishonour  to  God  and  to  his  Church,  instead  of  making  it 
a  day  devoted  to  his  glory.  Let  us  not  forget  that  the 
Christian  Sabbath  days  were  those  very  days  on  which 
Luther  raised  his  voice  and  pronounced,  with  an  eloquence 
unsurpassed  by  any  pulpit  orator  since  three  centuries,  the 
glorious  Gospel,  and  that  he  and  his  co-operators,  particu 
larly  on  Sundays,  by  preaching  and  teaching  led  the  mul 
titude  of  their  hearers  back  to  the  chief  Shepherd,  Jesus 
Christ.  The  work  of  the  Reformation  progressed  on  Sun 
days  more  than  on  any  other  days.  Luther  and  Melanch 
thon  have  reinstated  the  true  Christian  Sabbath;  they  felt 
the  divine  obligation  of  this  holy  day;  and  for  this  very 
reason  they  would  not  permit  that  on  this  day  of  the  Lord 
anything  else  should  be  given  to  his  people  than  his  pure, 
everlasting  Gospel  and  his  divine  ordinances. 

We  trust  that  we  have  succeeded  in  convincing  our 
readers  that  the  charge  of  a  denial  of  the  divine  institu 
tion  and  obligation  of  the  Christian  Sabbath,  brought  forth 
against  the  Augsburg  Confession,  is  not  based  on  a  true 
and  clear  interpretation  of  those  words  in  the  Augsburg 
Confession  which  treat  on  this  subject. 

We  may  be  allowed  to  state,  that  the  manner  in  which 
the  Sabbath  was,  and  is  kept  in  a  large  part  of  Europe, 
in  the  Roman  and  in  the  Protestant  Church,  is  not  suited 
to  the  holy  purposes  of  the  day.  The  Augsburg  Confession 
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is  no  book  of  morals  for  the  Christian,  no  illustration  of 
all  his  duties.  She  prevents  no  Lutheran  from  keeping 
the  Sabbath  as  strictly  as  possible.  But  she  would  op 
pose  the  idea  that  the  keeping  of  the  Sabbath  as  such, 
is  a  meritorious  work  in  the  sight  of  God.  The  Sabbath 
is  not  the  aim,  but  a  means  to  promote  edification,  a  means 
to  accomplish  the  ultimate  end  of  a  Christian  life,  increase 
in  godliness.  The  Sabbath  will  be  subservient  to  this, 
not  merely  by  our  refraining  from  worldly  employment  as 
such,  but  by  our  spiritual  intercourse  with  God  and  with 
his  revealed  word,  and  by  every  thing  that  will  have  a 
tendency  to  improve  in  us  the  knowledge  of  divine  things, 
and  the  love  of  God  and  our  fellow-men.  Certainly  the 
Augsburg  Confession  will  fully  approve  of  all  this.  And 
what  more  can  be  required  ? 

Remembering  all  the  abuses  practised  by  the  Romish 
priests  and  bishops  in  regard  to  the  keeping  of  the  Sab 
bath  and  festivals,  we  will  not  wonder  that  the  Augsburg 
Confession  contends  for  evangelical  freedom  in  this  point. 
She  opposes  the  abuses,  not  the  proper  and  useful  obser 
vance  of  the  day.  The  Romish  Church  laid  intolerable 
burdens  upon  men's  consciences  in  regard  to  innumerable 
usages,  customary  in  those  times.  All  this  she  did  under 
the  pretext  of  being  the  divinely  appointed  and  inspired 
guide  of  the  world.  Whatever  she  ordered  was  to  be  re 
garded  as  divinely  instituted.  Against  her  doctrine,  that 
certain  duties  imposed  by  her  upon  Christians  in  regard 
to  the  Sabbath,  would  be  the  very  thing  pleasing  to  God, 
and  that  by  fulfilling  them  we  would  certainly  have  the 
gates  of  heaven  opened  to  us,  against  this  erroneous 
teaching  the  Augsburg  Confession  contends  in  defending 
the  conscience  and  freedom  of  a  Christian  in  regard  to  the 
Sabbath.  On  this  account,  and  on  no  other,  she  intro- 
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duces  those  remarkable  words  of  St.  Paul:  "Let  no  man 
judge  you  in  meat,  or  in  drink,  or  in  respect  of  a  holy  day, 
or  of  the  new  moon,  or  of  the  Sabbath  days,  which  are  a 
shadow  of  things  to  come,  but  the  body  is  of  Christ,"  Col. 
ii.  16,  IT. 

We  may  well  ask  whether  the  Apostle  would  have 
written  these  words  if  he  had  entertained  the  view  that 
the  Sabbath  in  the  New  Testament  is  in  the  same  degree 
and  manner  binding  upon  us  in  which  the  Sabbath  in  the 
Old  Testament  has  been  to  the  Jews.  No  Christian  re 
gards  the  Jewish  festivals  of  Pascha,  etc,,  binding  upon 
him.  Still  they  are  ordered  with  the  same  emphasis  and 
had  to  be  kept  as  strictly  as  Sabbaths,  2  Thes.  v.  11,  16. 
We  may  also  remind  our  readers  of  that  well  known  pas 
sage  in  the  Acts,  ch.  xv.  Some  Christians  who  formerly 
had  belonged  to  the  sect  of  the  Pharisees  required  from 
Christians  who  formerly  had  been  Gentiles  a  strict  obser 
vance  of  all  the  enjoinments  of  the  Mosaic  Law.  But 
their  propositions  did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
convention  of  the  apostles  and  members  of  the  church. 
Amongst  those  restrictions,  laid  upon  the  Gentile  Chris 
tians,  the  Sabbath  is  not  even  mentioned,  v.  28,  29. 

It  is  an  indisputable  fact  that  the  primitive  Christians 
did  not  keep  the  Christian  Sabbath  in  as  strict  a  way  as 
the  Jewish  Sabbath  had  been  kept.  They  at  first  met 
daily  for  social  edification,  Acts  ii.  46 ;  xix.  9.  By  and 
by  Sunday  was  distinguished  from  the  other  days  as 
the  day  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ.  The  Christians 
converted  from  Judaism,  and  their  descendants,  seem  to 
have  kept  the  Sabbath  and  the  Sunday  as  holy  days. 

That  the  celebration  of  our  Christian  Sabbath  is  of 
Apostolic  origin  we  do  not  deny.  But  that  they  gave 
particular  instruction  thrt^  the  Christian  Sabbath  had 
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taken  the  place  of  the  Old  Testament  Sabbath,  this  is  no 
where  stated. 

The  Definite  Platform  calls  their  example  of  observing 
the  day  of  the  Lord's  resurrection  an  inspired  one.  This 
seems  to  involve  a  principle  against  which  we  must  guard 
ourselves.  The  Apostles  were  certainly  inspired  in  their 
ivritings,  which  we  have  yet  in  the  New  Testament. 
Even  in  them  they  sometimes  make  a  distinction  between 
the  Lord's  dictates  and  between  their  own  opinions.  But 
that  their  example  should  be  called  inspired  includes  the 
principle  that  they  were  inspired,  not  liable  to  errors  also 
in  their  actions.  This  is  not  warranted  by  the  Scriptures. 
The  example  which  Peter  gave  (Gal.  ii.  12,  13,)  when  he 
dissembled  was  certainly  not  an  inspired  one.  We  say 
this  merely  with  regard  to  the  principle  which  is  involved 
in  this  matter.  We  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the 
Apostles  did  the  will  of  God  in  celebrating  the  day  of 
Christ's  resurrection  as  a  holy  day.  This  the  Augsburg 
Confession,  on  her  part,  does  by  no  means  deny.  The 
Definite  Platform  bases  the  divine  obligation  of  the  Chris 
tian  Sabbath  on  the  example  of  the  Apostles.  The  Augs 
burg  Confession  teaches  that  it  is  an  ordinance  made  by 
the  Church. 

The  Definite  Platform  does  not  mention  a  particular 
dictate  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  this  respect,  because 
there  is  no  such  dictate  extant.  Consequently  the  ordi 
nance  was  instituted  by  the  Church  after  Christ. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  difference  between  the  Augs 
burg  Confession  and  the  Definite  Platform  is,  by  no  means, 
as  great  as  it  at  first  might  appear.  And  both  are  una 
nimous  in  their  declaration  against  all  abuses  which  wrill 
have  a  tendency  to  impede  the  holiness  of  the  Lord's  day. 
Loth  are  harmonious  also  in  this  point,  that  the  "essence 
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of  the  Old  Testament  institution  consists,  not  in  the  par 
ticular  day  of  the  week,  though  that  is  now  fixed,  but  in 
the  religious  observance  of  one  day  in  seven."  Definite 
Platform,  p.  28. 

Whatever  theological  or  exegetical  arguments  may  be 
brought  forward  to  prove  that  all  the  rules  of  the  Old 
Testament  Sabbath  apply  to  the  Christian  Sabbath,  they 
rest  on  no  special,  clear,  unequivocal  dictate  of  Christ 
himself.  jTkis_  tM,^B££oj?m«*g--lmya-ieit, .  and_QO_thia_ac- 
count  they  are  guarded  in  their  expressions  regarding  the 
divine  institution  of  our  Christian  Sabbath.  The  more 
stress  we  lay  upon  our  divine  obligation  to  keep  all  the 
rules,  restrictions,  observances,  &c.,  connected  in  the 
Mosaic  Law  with  the  Sabbath  ordinance,  the  more  we 
shall  subject  ourselves  to  the  remark  that  the  Christian 
change  of  the  day,  the  Christian  keeping  of  the  Sunday 
instead  of  the  divinely  and  expressly  appointed  seventh 
day,  is  not  quite  in  accordance  with  that  rigorous  strict 
ness,  which  in  regard  to  all  the  other  points  of  the  Sab 
bath  Law,  is  enjoined  upon  us. 

We  may  as  well  state  here  that  all  those  passages  in 
the  New  Testament  which  speak  of  the  Christian  Sabbath 
(Sunday,)  are  not  sufficient  to  give  us  a  thoroughly  satis 
factory  information  about  the  manner  and  strictness  with 
which  the  primitive  Christians  kept  their  Sabbath,  the 
day  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ.  It  is  certain  that  it 
was  with  them  a  day  of  religious  convocation,  of  prayer, 
of  reading  the  gospel,  and  hearing  the  word,  and  of  be 
nevolence,  1  Cor.  xvi.  2,  Acts  xx.  7.  But  these  things 
together  with  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  supper  were, 
as  we  have  already  remarked,  even  of  a  daily  use  with 
the  first  Christians,  Acts  ii.  46.  The  expression  "Lord's 
Day,"  in  Rev.  i.  10,  is  of  a  doubtful  interpretation. 
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Most  probably  it  means,  in  the  connexion  in  which  it 
stands  (v.  7,  etc.,)  the  day  of  judgment. 

There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  perfectly  understanding 
the  position  the  Augsburg  Confession  has  taken  in  this 
question. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  it  was  one  of  the 
greatest  and  grossest  abuses  of  Popery  to  appoint  Holy 
days  and  Festivals  almost  without  number.  In  the  same 
manner  the  Sabbath  was  often  abused,  being  appointed 
as  a  day  for  a  pilgrimage  or  for  the  performance  of  simi 
lar  pious  usages  and  ceremonies  to  obtain  the  blessing  of 
forgiveness  of  sins. 

The  miserable  and  perverted  doctrine  that  obedience 
to  such  ecclesiastical  ordinances  was  a  meritorious  work 
was  one  of  the  thousand  means  employed  in  those  times 
to  keep  the  people  in  bondage  and  so  torment  the  con 
science.  It  was  at  the  same  time  quite  calculated  to  de 
stroy  the  last  particle  of  faith  in  Christ  and  in  his  atone 
ment.  Against  this  great  and  ruinous  error  that  same 
article  comes  out  in  the  strongest  terms,  censuring  all  the 
superstition  connected  with  the  adoration  of  saints,  with 
fasting,  with  refraining  from  certain  meals,  and  with  si 
milar  laws  and  traditions.  The  Augsburg  Confession 
says,  that  "innumerable  human  dictates"  of  this  sort  had 
sprung  up  by  the  authority  of  the  ecclesiastic  powers, 
which  were  by  no  means  entitled  to  order  any  such  thing, 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  word  of  God. 

We  would  call  upon  all  our  readers  to  examine  that 
28th  Article  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  for  themselves. 
It  sets  forth  with  surprising  force  the  two  vital  prin 
ciples  of  the  Protestant  Church;  first,  the  absolute  au 
thority  of  the  Gospel  in  matters  of  faith;  and  secondly, 
salvation  by  the  free  grace  of  God  in  Christ  through  faith 
alone.  Confession,  Art.  4,  6,  20. 
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It  is  a  masterly  illustration  of  the  perversion  of  religion 
in  the  Popish  Church  brought  about  by  the  abuses  of 
ecclesiastical  power,  and,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  a  most 
beautiful  exposition  of  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  in  re 
gard  to  the  ecclesiastical  office  and  to  its  holy  duties. 
The  Augsburg  Confession,  notwithstanding  her  definite 
assertion  that  the  Christian  Sabbath  (Sunday)  rests  on  no 
special  dictate  of  the  word  of  God,  maintains  that  by 
necessity  and  by  right  the  Church  instituted  our  Christian 
Sabbath,  and  that  we  ought  to  keep  it.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  she  holds  to  the  great  principle  that  neither  the 
keeping  of  any  day  nor  any  other  good  work  as  such  is 
the  means  of  salvation. 

We  may  conclude  this  chapter  with  the  remark  that, 
also  in  this  case,  the  Augsburg  Confession  stands  on  pure 
and  solid  gospel  ground,  and  that  no  individual,  who  will 
rightly  consider  the  whole  complex  of  thoughts  and  sen 
tences  in  that  article,  will  charge  her  with  error.  We 
may  well  introduce  here  a  quotation  she  contains  in  this 
very  article,  We  can  do  nothing  against  tJie  truth,  but  for 
the  truth,  2  Cor.  xiii.  8. 


FOURTH  AND  FIFTH  ERRORS. 

BAPTISMAL    REGENERATION   AND    THE    REAL   PRESENCE    OF 
CHRIST  IN  THE  LORD'S  SUPPER. 

WE  may  introduce  these  two  subjects  at  the  same  time, 
and  with  some  general  remarks  on  the  nature  of  the  Sac 
raments.  We  will,  at  this  place,  state  that  it  is  not  our 
intention  to  enter,  in  this  short  essay,  into  all  the  details 
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of  exegetical  and  dogmatical  questions  connected  with  the 
whole  doctrine  on  the  Sacraments,  and  profoundly  and 
scrupulously  expounded  in  so  many  theological  treatises 
of  former  and  later  date.  Our  intention  is  simply  to 
throw  out  some  hints  calculated  to  prove  that  the  framers 
of  the  Augsburg  Confession  entered  upon  the  preparation 
of  this  important  document  with  the  utmost  caution  and  con 
sideration,  and  adopted  the  doctrines  as  therein  set  forth, 
by  "no  means  upon  trifling  or  superficial  grounds,  but  after 
the  most  careful  and  diligent  study  of  the  word  of  truth ; 
and  that,  therefore,  every  Lutheran  should  reflect  very 
seriously  before  he  prefers  against  this  our  Mother  symbol 
so  grave  a  charge  as  that  of  error. 

The  Definite  Platform  asserts  that  the  whole  sacra 
mental  doctrine  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  is  perverted, 
not  in  regard  of  the  number  of  Sacraments,  in  antithesis 
to  the  number  of  Sacraments  in  the  Roman  Church,  but 
in  regard  of  the  importance  which  the  Augsburg  Confes 
sion  ascribes  to  the  two  sacraments. 

Here  the  Augsburg  Confession  and  the  Definite  Plat 
form  are  indeed  very  far  apart.  We  may  state  that  the 
great  difference  between  the  two  appears  very  prominently 
at  first  sight.  The  Lutheran  doctrine  maintains  that  the 
sacraments  have  an  intrinsic  value.  The  Definite  Plat 
form  seems  to  regard  them  as  mere  signs  which  may  have 
a  tendency  to  promote  piety.  The  Lutheran  Church 
always  regarded  her  teachings  on  this  question  as  the 
Shibboleth  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  as  her  peculiar  sig 
nature.  The  Definite  Platform  regards  this  very  point 
for  which  the  true  adherents  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
from  Luther  down  to  the  present  day,  have  fought  with 
the  weapons  of  the  word  of  God  as  the  blemish  of  the 
Lutheran  doctrine.  The  Augsburg  Confession,  ascribing 
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the  highest  value  to  the  sacraments,  treats  the  sacra 
mental  doctrine  as  one  of  superior  consideration.  The 
Definite  Platform,  ascribing  less  value  to  the  sacraments, 
must  regard  this  whole  question  as  being  of  secondary  im 
portance. 

"We  may  well  ask,  what  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Definite 
Platform  on  the  Sacraments?  The  answer  is,  that  the 
Definite  Platform  regards  them  as  mere  signs,  by  which 
a  man  professes,  that  he  believes  in  Christ,  and  by  which 
his  edification  may  be  improved,  provided  he  is  in  the 
right  state  of  a  pious  mind. 

What  is  the  Lutheran  doctrine?  She  teaches  that  God 
makes,  by  his  almighty  power,  the  two  sacraments,  his  own 
institutions  on  earth,  means  to  convey  grace  to  those  who 
are  brought  in  contact  with  his  kingdom  on  earth ;  he  is 
able,  in  his  wonderful  wisdom  and  power,  to  do  great 
things  by  seemingly  small  means,  and  he  is  in  his  ways 
not  at  all  bound  to  our  capacity  of  understanding,  but  we 
are  bound  to  believe  in  his  word  without  doubt  and  with 
out  skeptical  criticism.  He  is  able  to  accomplish  by  the 
Holy  Baptism,  performed  in  the  mysterious  name  of  the 
ever-adored  Trinity,  a  work  of  regeneration  in  the  heart 
of  the  little  child.*  And  Christ,  the  God-man,  is  able  to 

*  The  expression  used  in  the  Augsburg  Confession,  Art.  2,  is,  regene 
rated  by  Baptism  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  (v.  John  iii.  5.)  This  doctrine, 
however,  is  not  to  be  understood  as  if  the  new  creation  was  fully  com 
pleted  by  new  generation.  It  is  complete  in  as  far  as  a  live  seed  is  com 
plete  in  itself.  This  does,  by  no  means,  exclude  subsequent  development 
brought  about  by  favourable  internal  and  external  influences.  It  is 
the  clear  doctrine  of  the  Gospel  that  regeneration  is  brought  about  by 
holy  Baptism,  St.  John  iii.  5 ;  Rom.  vi.  3,  4 ;  Gal.  iii.  26,  27 ;  Eph.  v. 
25,  sgg;  Tit.  iii.  5;  1  St.  Pet.  iii.  21.  Those  passages  of  the  New  Tes 
tament  where  it  seems  that  the  Holy  Ghost  was  given  before  or  after 
Baptism  are  the  very  proof  for  our  doctrine.  In  addition  to  the  extraor 
dinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  (Acts  x.  47;  viii.  15-17,)  Baptism  was  re- 
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make  us  poor  earthly  creatures  partakers  of  his  celestial 
nature  (2  Pet.  i.  4,)  in  the  most  solemn  rite  of  his  Church, 
which  is,  therefore,  communion  between  Christ  and  man 
in  the  fullest  manner  possible  on  earth. 

The  Lutheran  Church  certainly  regards  the  sacraments 
as  mysteries.  As  such  the  primitive  Church  regarded 
them.  She  had,  so  to  speak,  in  the  whole  a  deeper  feel 
ing  that  the  Church  on  earth  is  a  supernatural  structure, 
a  world  from  on  high  in  the  midst  of  this  world  below, 
than  we  have.  We  may  not  be  inclined  to  deny  this 
view  of  the  Church,  still  we  draw  the  demarkation  line 
for  the  exclusion  of  the  supernatural  influence  rather  in 
an  optional  way. 

We  are  at  every  point  of  the  surface  of  the  Church  ter 
ritory  surrounded  by  supernatural  mysteries.  A  super 
natural  mystery  is  the  Holy  Trinity,  three  persons  in  one 
God,  the  incarnation  of  God,  the  dwelling  of  Almighty 
God  in  the  "form  of  a  servant,"  the  communion  of  a  di 
vine  nature  with  man's  nature  in  one  person,  the  miracu 
lous  generation,  the  whole  life  and  death  of  this  person, 
and  his  resurrection  and  reappearance  in  the  shape  of  man , 
the  regeneration  of  man,  which  is  a  new  life  planted  in  a 
soul  already  living  and  united  with  it,  though  entirely 
changing  it,  yea,  a  dwelling  of  God  himself  in  man ;  all 
these  things  and  a  thousand  others  are  undeniable  mys 
teries.  Still  no  true  Christian  denies  them.  He  will 
stand  by  them  because  they  stand  by  the  Bible.  Should 

garded  as  necessary.  But  the  Gospel  and  the  Augsburg  Confession  no 
where  teach  that  faith  in  Christ  is  unnecessary  on  the  part  of  a  baptized 
individual,  or  that  we  do  not  want  a  daily  renewal  of  the  baptismal 
covenant  by  repentance  and  prayer.  The  life  seed  may  lay  apparently 
dead  for  a  long  time  4until  at  last  the  blessed  time  of  a  "revival"  will 
come. 
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there  be  no  Bible  ground  at  all  for  regarding  the  sacramental 
institutions  of  Christ  as  divine,  supernatural  mysteries, 
which  certainly  means  something  more  than  mere  signs? 
Destroy  it  not ;  for  a  blessing  is  in  it,  Isa.  Ixv.  8. 

Those  who  oppose  the  doctrine  of  an  intrinsic  value  of 
the  sacraments,  must  necessarily  regard  them  as  mere 
signs,  or  as  certain  forms  and  ceremonies,  whose  perform 
ance  is  obligatory  upon  Christians,  because  therewith  we 
publicly  profess  our  faith  in  Christ,  and  strengthen  by 
our  own  action,  our  communion  with  him.  The  Definite 
Platform  says :  (p.  38.)  "  The  design  of  the  Holy  Supper  is 
to  show  forth  the  Lord's  death,  to  profess  the  name  of 
the  Redeemer  before  the  world,  to  confirm  the  previous 
faith  of  the  communicant,  to  bring  him  into  closest  com 
munion  with  his  blessed  Saviour,  and  to  secure  his  special 
spiritual  blessings."  It  is  easy  to  see,  that  all  these  be 
nefits  may  as  well  be  derived  from  any  other  religious  ex 
ercise.  But  why  does  the  Definite  Platform  finish  that 
sentence  with  the  words,  "but  not  to  bestow  forgiveness 
for  sins  upon  the  unre generate?"  Does  the  Augsburg 
Confession  in  any  way  teach  any  such  doctrine  ?  Or  does 
any  exposition  of  our  Lutheran  faith? 

By  regarding  the  sacraments  as  merely  symbolical  and 
representative  acts  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  improve 
the  communion  between  Christ  and  the  believer,  the  reli 
gion  of  the  New  Testament  is  apparently  placed  on  the 
same  standing  with  the  Old  Testament  covenant.  In  the 
Old  Testament  we  find  ceremonies,  forms  and  types,  which 
foreshadow  the  things  which  were  to  come.  But  with 
Christ  the  types  were  abolished.  With  him,  every  thing  is 
a  reality  ;  he  did  not  come  to  establish  any  thing  that  should 
not,  in  itself,  be  an  essential.  In  this,  we  see  one  of  the 
great  excellencies,  by  whk;h  the  glory  of  the  new  liabita- 
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tion  of  God  on  earth,  the  New  Testament,  surpasses  that 
of  the  temporary  tabernacle  of  the  Old. 

To  us  it  seems  very  improbable,  that  Christ  should  ever 
have  instituted  his  two  sacraments  as  mere  forms.  We 
may  even  say,  that  Christ  might  have  chosen  something 
more  original,  if  he  intended  to  make  his  disciples  known 
by  these  signs  of  profession.  For  the  sign  of  Baptism 
was  used  before  Christ  by  John  the  Baptist ;  and  even  the 
Lord's  Supper  seems  to  stand  in  some  external  relation  to 
a  certain  usage,  sacred  to  the  Jewish  families  of  old.  We 
are  far  from  saying,  that  the  sacraments  are  no  signs. 
The  Augsburg  Confession  itself  calls  them  signs  by  which 
we  may  externally  know  the  Christian.  (Art.  13.)  But 
at  the  same  time,  the  Augsburg  Confession  ascribes  to  the 
sacraments  a  higher  value  by  virtue  of  the  institution  of 
Christ.  We  know,  that  John  the  Baptist  preached  bap 
tism  and  repentance.  Should  the  baptism  ordered  by  Christ, 
and  administered  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  possess 
no  greater  efficacy? 

We,  for  our  part,  should  certainly  not  only  lay  no  stress 
at  all  upon  Infant  Baptism,  but  we  would  protest  against 
it,  if  we  could  convince  ourselves  that  the  dedicatory  sa 
crament  was  a  mere  sign.  For  we  are  fully  persuaded, 
that  the  professional  act  would  be  a  great  deal  more  edi- 
ficatory,  being  performed  on  an  older  person  than  a  child. 
The  child  would  not  lose  in  the  least  by  not  being  bap 
tized  ;  i.  e.,  by  not  going  through  a  mere,  and  as  far  as  the 
child  is  concerned,  unintelligible  ceremony,  for  it  might 
be  under  Christian  influence,  and  the  professional  act.  per 
formed  in  later  years,  would,  without  doubt,  be  much  more 
impressive. 

Of  course,the  main  stress  in  the  decision  of  the  whole  sa 
cramental  question  must  be  laid  on  the  ivords  of  Christ, 
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touching  the  sacraments.  We  need  not  repeat  them  here. 
To  say  the  least,  the  Lutheran  doctrine  is  exegetically  well 
founded  upon  them.  It  is  a  strange  thing,  that  those  same 
men  who  so  decidedly  speak  of  our  Christian  Sabbath  as  a 
"divine  institution,"  for  which  they  have  no  word  of 
Christ,  seem  so  anxious  to  interpret  in  the  most  shallow 
manner  the  very  words  of  Christ,  wherewith  he  instituted 
his  sacraments.  We  cannot  suppose  our  Saviour  saying 
one  thing,  whilst  meaning  another.  Thus,  for  instance, 
in  saying,  I  am  the  way,  the  vine,  the  door,  he  does  not 
mean  to  say,  I  represent  the  way,  &c.  He  is  these  things 
personally  and  really.  So,  also,  when  he  says  to  his  dis 
ciples,  this  is  my  body,  this  is  my  blood.  So  much  for  the 
figurative  interpretation  of  Christ's  words  upon  which  the 
Definite  Platform  lays  so  much  stress.  Our  understand 
ing  of  them  may  be  "  contradicted  by  the  clear  and  indis 
putable  testimony  of  our  senses."  (Definite  Platform,  p. 
89.)  The  same  might  be  said  in  regard  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  Trinity,  which  the  authors  of  the  Definite  Platform 
do  maintain. 

The  words  of  the  Apostles  on  the  same  topic,  by  no 
means  favour  the  merely  symbolical  view  of  the  sacra 
ments.  It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  even  Calvin,  this  great 
master  in  exegesis,  would,  just  on  account  of  the  exegeti- 
cal  difficulties  which  stood  in  his  way,  not  coincide  with 
those  who  regarded  the  sacraments  as  mere  signs,  though 
he  was  in  other  respects  more  inclined  in  this  direction. 

Let  this  suffice  on  this  momentous  question.  May  we 
feel  that  the  authors  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  had  most 
urgent  reasons  for  not  coming  to  the  conclusion,  that  Christ's 
sacramental  ordinances  were  nothing  but  mere  signs,  with 
out  any  intrinsic  value.  We  should  not  be  willing  to  give 
up  Luther's  deep  theological  insight  against  the  reasoning 
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of  a  Zwinglius,  with  whom,  at  least  in  this  respect,  the  ra 
tionalists  coincide,  who  have  of  late  attacked  with  one 
stroke  both  God's  word  and  Luther's  doctrine.  The  au 
thors  of  the  Definite  Platform  in  saying,  (p.  40)  that  "the 
great  mass  of  the  whole  Lutheran  Church,  before  the  year 
1817,  had  rejected  the  doctrine  of  the  real  presence," - 
know  very  well,  that  this  was  the  very  period  in  which  the 
"great  mass  of  the  whole  Lutheran  Church'7  was  more 
than  at  any  other  time,  infected  with  rationalism,  which 
has  done  unspeakable  injury  to  theology,  as  well  as  to 
practical  piety. 

Surrendering  our  Lutheran  ground  in  the  sacramental 
doctrine,  we  have  thrown  overboard,  indeed,  her  most  pe 
culiar  feature,  by  which,  more  than  by  any  thing  else,  we 
differ  from  other  churches,  and  have  an  originality  of  our 
own. 

It  is  of  comparatively  recent  date,  that  such  innovations 
and  neologies  have  been  introduced  into  the  American 
Lutheran  Church.  Yet,  in  the  times  of  the  revered  father, 
H.  M.  Muhlenberg,  D.  D.,  the  candidates  for  the  Lutheran 
ministry  were  bound  to  teach  according  to  the  unaltered 
Augsburg  Confession,  as  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  D.  D., 
tells  us  in  his  The  American  Lutheran  Church,  1851,  p. 
171. 

It  is  a  fact,  that  other  denominations  do  not  teach  in 
this  respect  as  we  do.  But  why  should  we  accommodate 
ourselves  to  their  views?  There  is  not  the  least  doubt, 
that  the  theological  authorities  for  the  Lutheran  view  of 
the  sacraments  are,  as  far  as  the  acuteness  and  scientific 
abilities  in  general  are  concerned,  perfectly  equal  to  those 
who  oppose  it.  Certainly  the  last  thing  Lutherans  ought 
to  propose  should  be,  to  change  at  once  the  sacramental 
doctrine  of  our  Augsburg  Confession.  The  Episcopalians 

4* 
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maintain  their  episcopal  views  in  spite  of  all  Christendom, 
besides  themselves:  so  do  other  denominations.  They  are 
right  in  doing  so.  It  might  be  expected  that  thousands 
would  join  them,  if  they  only  would  change  colours  in  this 
or  that  respect.  But  it  stands  to  reason,  that  their  true  in 
terest  is,  to  preserve  their  own  original  character.  There  is 
a  great  difference  of  views  amongst  the  Episcopalians,  just 
in  regard  to  the  sacraments,  and  many  of  the  Episcopa 
lians  are,  in  this  respect,  more  inclined  to  the  Lutheran 
view,  than  to  the  Zwinglian.  We  have  not  heard  that, 
on  this  account,  any  of  them  propose  to  change  their  old 
confessions  and  rituals. 

In  bringing  our  remarks  to  a  conclusion  we  may  be  al 
lowed  to  state  that  we  shall  feel  perfectly  satisfied  if  our 
endeavour  to  defend  the  doctrinal  position  taken  by  the 
framers  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  has,  at  least,  proved 
that  they  were  well  enough  supported  by  the  Gospel  in 
their  views,  that  they  acted  considerately  and  carefully 
in  all  their  teachings,  and  that  the  position  of  those  who 
charge  the  Augsburg  Confession  with  errors  is  by  no 
means  so  strong  and  so  well-founded  as  to  admit  of  no  ob 
jections.  We  have  addressed  ourselves  in  this  short  Plea 
neither  to  the  prejudices  nor  to  the  passions  of  the  many 
who  either  praise  the  relics  of  old  at  the  expense  of  all 
the  good  the  present  time  has,  or  sometimes  are  so  per 
fectly  carried  away  by  the  exploits  of  the  present  genera 
tion  that  they  have  not  even  a  feeling  of  veneration  for 
the  greatness  of  those  who,  in  former  centuries,  have  laid 
the  foundation  as  the  workmen  of  God  to  build  his  temple 
on  earth,  and  on  whose  shoulders  we  stand. 

We  are  very  far  from  charging  the  authors  of  the  De 
finite  Platform  with  this  latter  fault.  Still,  we  think  that 
they  have  in  too  rash  a  manner  come  to  the  conclusion 


THE  AUGSBURG  CONFESSION.  43 

that  they  are  right  and  that  the  Augsburg  Confession  is 
wrong,  and  that  the  time  to  change  the  confessional 
standard  of  our  Church  has  arrived.  We  may  indulge 
the  hope  not  to  have  treated  them  unfairly  or  unfriendly. 
It  will  do  no  harm  to  go  once  more  over  the  disputed 
ground,  and  to  ponder  with  a  prayerful  and  searching 
spirit  once  more  over  all  the  questions  bearing  upon  our 
Church  doctrine,  before  we  would  propose  to  proclaim  pub 
licly  our  partial  apostacy  from  the  faith  of  Luther  and 
from  the  Augsburg  Confession.  It  may  seem  honest  but 
it  is  nevertheless  unbecoming  and  unwise  to  attack  our 
own  standard  which  we  ought  rather  to  defend.  We  shall 
at  least,  by  undertaking  a  change  of  our  Church  confes 
sion  expose  ourselves  to  the  suspicion  that  we  either  re 
gard  our  own  views  as  above  all  doubt,  and  that  we  ven 
ture  to  master  Luther  and  Melanchthon,  or  that  we  are 
influenced  by  a  spirit  foreign  to  our  Church,  and  that  the 
views  of  other  Churches  and  confessions  have  gained 
ground  in  our  own  mind  against  the  teachings  of  our  own 
Mother  Church. 

This  latter  point  deserves  unprejudiced  consideration. 
We  raise  it  not  to  bring  vituperation  upon  those  amongst 
us  who  are  imbued  with  doctrinal  views  quite  adverse  to 
the  original  Lutheran  doctrine.  The  circumstances  under 
which  our  Church  was  built  up  in  this  country  are  to 
blame  if  there  be  anything  to  blame.  The  history  of  our 
Church,  in  this  respect,  has  been  very  unfortunate.  Soon 
after  the  organization  of  our  Lutheran  Zion  on  a  solid 
basis,  in  the  times  of  Rev.  Father  H.  M.  Muhlenberg,  D. 
D.,  very  deplorable  influences  combined  to  alienate  the 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  from  the  original  and 
peculiar  teachings  of  their  own  confession.  From  Ger 
many  an  influx  of  rationalistic  tendencies  and  views  pre- 
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vailed,  and  the  German  theological  literature  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  and  of  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen 
tury  could  but  destroy,  not  only  faith  in  our  Church 
doctrine,  but,  at  the  same  time,  and,  in  the  same  degree, 
the  faith  in  the  inspired  word  of  God.  Our  own  Church, 
in  this  country,  was  then  without  the  necessary  institu 
tions  for  a  regular  education  of  a  ministry  to  advance  her 
interests  and  to  defend  her  cause  and  her  doctrines. 
Many  of  our  ministers  were  obliged  to  receive  their  men 
tal  and  theological  education  by  the  instructions  given  in 
literary  institutions  of  other  denominations.  Here,  of 
course,  they  could  not  expect  to  hear  the  cause  of  our 
German  reformers  and  of  their  doctrines  advocated. 
Perhaps  we  may,  in  reference  to  this,  be  permitted  to  use 
the  phrase  that,  "the  talk  was  all  on  one  side."  Cer 
tainly  the  consequences  of  this  state  of  things  were  not 
favourable  for  our  Church.  This  course  of  training  was 
not  suited  to  make  our  ministry  feel  at  home  in  their 
Lutheran  Confession.  On  the  other  hand  we  know  that 
a  great  many  most  worthy  and  diligent  men  in  our  mi 
nistry  were  not  so  situated,  that  they  could  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  a  solid  literary  and  theological  education. 
The  efforts  of  those  men  who  exerted  themselves  in  estab 
lishing  seminaries  and  other  institutes  of  learning  for  our 
Lutheran  Church,  and  who  have,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
met  with  such  signal  success,  must  be  kept  in  perpetual 
and  grateful  remembrance. 

But  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  under  those  unfavour 
able  circumstances,  and  labouring  against  such  a  strong 
outward  pressure,  our  Lutheran  home  became  rather  un 
comfortable  for  many  of  its  own  children,  and  they  thought 
it  no  harm  to  take  out  a  pillar  at  this  place,  to  raise  a 
partition  wall  at  another  place,  to  invite  strangers  into  the 
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family  circle,  and  to  suit  the  old  home  to  their  conveni- 
ency.  With  one  word,  the  Lutheran  Church  has  not  been 
true  enough  to  her  own  genius.  We  have  done  away  with 
the  peculiar  doctrines,  with  our  old  forms  of  worship 
and  with  the  old  Lutheran  Church  usages.  However  well 
meant  all  this  may  have  been,  it  weakened  us  internally, 
it  made  us  lose  our  own  individual  Church  character,  and 
it  exposed  us  to  the  ridicule  of  others  who  regarded  the 
Lutheran  Church  rather  in  the  light  of  "a  dissolving 
view  "  whose  atoms  were  to  be  consubstantiated  with  other 
Churches.  But  we  trust  they  will  be  mistaken.  The 
Lutheran  Church  has  a  mission  to  the  world :  it  is  a  mis 
sion  more  of  the  spirit  than  of  the  body.  Her  doctrines 
are  the  last  things  of  which  she  ought  to  think  little. 

We  are  sorry  to  see  that  it  is  just  the  Augsburg  Con 
fession  which  has  been  the  object  of  attack  on  account  of 
the  presupposed  errors  contained  in  her.  The  Augsburg 
Confession  is  the  mother  symbol  of  our  Church:  it  has 
always  enjoyed  a  well  merited  preference  amongst  all  the 
symbolical  books  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

It  is  free  from  those  scholastic  subtleties  and  from  that 
condemnatory  spirit  which  has  often  exposed  some  of  our 
symbolical  books  to  rather  a  condemnatory  treatment. 
The  Augsburg  Confession  entirely  abstains  from  all  radi 
cal  tendencies  and  breathes  such  a  liberal  spirit  in  all 
matters  not  regulated  by  an  especial  dictate  of  the  gospel, 
that,  just  on  this  account,  no  book  of  similar  character 
can  likely  be  compared  with  her.  Her  history,  the  his 
tory  of  her  genesis  is  so  closely  connected  with  the  his 
tory  of  the  whole  Church  and  the  World,  that  we  cannot 
look  upon  this  document  without  feelings  of  emotion  and 
veneration.  In  defending  it  in  its  unaltered  condition 
we  cannot  expose  ourselves  to  the  objection  of  making 
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human  laws  and  traditions  a  substitute  for  the  gospel,  or 
of  laying  burdens  upon  the  consciences  of  men  against 
the  clear  will  of  our  only  master,  Jesus  Christ.  The 
Augsburg  Confession  binds  us  to  the  gospel  as  to  the 
word  of  God.  In  this  very  point  lies  her  strength. 
Justly  would  other  Churches  charge  us  with  a  great  want 
of  propriety  and  pious  feeling  if  we,  even  by  a  public  act, 
would  change  the  character  of  this  Palladium  not  only  of 
the  Lutheran,  but  of  the  whole  Protestant  Evangelical 
Church. 

Some  say  that  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran 
church  stand  in  the  way  of  her  greater  extension,  and  ex 
pose  us  to  censure  from  foreign  quarters.  Is  not  this  the 
case  with  the  Episcopalians  and  with  others?  Nothing 
stands  in  our  way,  but  that  other  Churches  and  the  world  in 
general  do  not  know  how  excellent  our  doctrines  are,  and 
over  what  a  treasure  of  deep,  solid,  comforting  Bible  truth 
our  Church  is  set  to  watch.  The  misrepresentations  of 
the  Definite  Platform  are,  by  no  means,  calculated  to  en 
lighten  the  public  at  large  in  regard  to  the  Lutheran 
Church  doctrine,  but  they  may  strengthen  the  unfounded 
prejudices  entertained  against  them  by  many,  and  parti 
cularly  by  those  lacking  in  theological  and  religious 
knowledge.  Even  many  of  us  know  more  about  the  pe 
culiarities  of  other  Churches,  and  even  practise  them,  than 
we  know  and  practise  of  our  own.  Let  us  use  the  most 
stringent  caution  against  outward  influences  whatever  be 
nefits  they  may  seem  to  offer.  Timeo  Danaos  et  dona 
ferentes.  Not  every  present  is  a  real  gift.  Let  us  study 
our  own  Church,  her  history,  her  doctrines,  her  character, 
more  and  better.  We  have  every  right  to  be  proud  of 
her,  and  need  not  at  all  tell  the  world  that  we  are  now 
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going  to  wash  her,  and  to  clean  her,  and  to  dress  her  up 
after  a  new  fashion.* 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  propositions  of  the 
Definite  Platform,  if  carried  out,  will  not  give  rest  and 
peace  to  our  Lutheran  Church,  but  that  they  will  produce 
contention  and  strife.  Let  those  who  raised  this  question 
reflect  once  more,  and  perhaps  the  Spirit  of  God  will  teach 
them  that  their  beginning  was  not  a  good  one,  not  sub 
servient  to  the  real  wants  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

May  they,  and  all  others,  into  whose  hands  this  ad 
dress  may  fall,  be  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction 
that  our  intention  in  thus  speaking  openly  and  candidly, 
has  not  been  to  wound,  but  to  heal,  not  to  attack,  but  to 
defend.  To  this  sincere  purpose,  for  which  stronger 
hands  might  hare  been  better  suited,  we  will,  with  an 
earnest  prayer  for  God's  blessing  upon  our  Lutheran 
Zion,  and  upon  all  his  kingdom  on  earth,  dedicate  this 
"  Plea  for  the  Augsburg  Confession.'1'' 

*  It  seems  to  us  that  this  fault-finding  with  the  Augsb.  Conf.  has  of 
late  become  with  some  a  sort  of  mania,  and  that  those  very  men,  who  are 
now  engaged  in  exposing  those  supposed  errors,  formerly  entertained 
quite  different  views,  for  a  proof  of  which  assertion  we  refer  the  reader 
to  the  Rev.  Professor  S.  S.  Schmucker,  D.  D.'s  article  on  Confession,  in 
his  Popular  Theology,  1834,  p.  258,  where  the  Doctor  defends  the  ground 
taken  by  our  Reformers  in  this  question. 
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diction,  the  sound  sentiments,  the  encouragements  to  parents  to  bring  up  their  children  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  the  f-.bounding  consolations  for  those  who  in  God's  providence  have  been  called  to  yield  up 
their  little  ones  to  Him  who  gave  them,  these  and  other  characteristics,  render  this  book  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  valuable  of  the  kind  that  has  for  a  long  time  been  presented  to  the  public.— 
Lutheran  Observer. 

STRUGGLES  FOR  LIFE,  An  Autobiography. 
In  One  Vol.,  ISmo.    Price  $1  00. 

What  Sunny  and  Shady  Side  are,  as  descriptive  of  American  Pastoral  Life,  this  delightful  volume  is 
as  descriptive  of  the  Life  of  an  English  pastor.  It  describes,  in  a  most  felicitous  style,  his  labours, 
trials,  sorrows,  pleasures,  and  joys.  But,  perhaps,  its  chief  value  consists  in  the  vivid  views  it  gives 
of  human  nature  as  illustrated  in  the  leading  characteristics  of  En&  Lsh  society,  manners,  and  customs. 
— Spectator. 

THE  POETICAL  WORKS  OF  JAMES  MONTGOMERY. 

The  only  complete  edition;  collected  and  prepared  by  him  just  prior  to  his  death. 

With  a  PORTRAIT.     One  Volume,  octaro. 
Price,  in  Library  style,  $2  00 ;  Cloth,  full  gilt,  $3  00 ;  Turkey  Morocco,  $4  00. 

The  poetry  of  the  Sheffield  bard  has  an  established  reputation  among  serious  readers  of  every  class 
The  spirit  of  the  humble  Christian  and  the  pure  Philanthropist,  breathes  through  it  all;  ar,d  few  will 
rise  from  the  perusal  of  Mr.  Montgomery's  poems  without  feeling  the  elevating  power  of  his  chaste 
and  beautiful  lines.  We  are  glad  to  see  -  uch  a  favourite  poet  in  such  graceful  attire.  The  type 
paper,  and  entire  "getting  up"  of  this  lolume,  is  in  tasteful  accordance  with  the  precious  gems  it 
contains,  and  reflects  great  credit  or  *Ae  publishers. — Recorder. 


LINDSAY  &BLAK  1ST ON'S  PUBLICATIONS, 

A    BEAUTIFUL    ROMANCE. 

The  high  moral  tone  and  pure  sentiment  which  pervade  the  whole  composition, 
is  the  more  striking  from  its  contrast  with  the  depraved  taste  and  corrupt  influ 
ence  of  so  many  of  the  works  of  fiction  of  the  present  day. 


AFRAJA;  or,  LIFE  AND  LOVE  IN  NORWAY. 

A  NORWEGIAN  AND  LAPLAND  TALE.  From  the  German  of  Theodore 
Miigge.  Translated  by  EDWARD  JOY  MORRIS,  Author  of  "  Travels  in  the 
East,"  "  The  Turkish  Empire,"  &c. 

In  full  Cloth,  price  $1  25 ;  in  Two  Parts,  Paper,  price  $1  00. 

"  The  reader,  in  his  perusal  of  this  beautiful  work  of  genius,  will  find  himself 
introduced  to  a  rare  and  almost  untrodden  field  of  fiction — the  remote  neighbour 
hood  of  the  North  Pole,  and  those  icy,  desert  steppes,  where  the  Laplander  pur 
sues  his  wandering  life  of  privation  and  suffering.  His  life-like  descriptions  of 
the  manners  and  customs  of  this  curious  people,  and  the  Norwegian  settlers  on 
the  coasts,  are  drawn  with  such  power  as  to  awaken  the  keenest  interest  in  his 
brilliant  story,  and  to  keep  the  attention  of  the  reader  intensely  excited  from  the 
first  to  the  last  page.  The  characters  are  pourtrayed  with  a  rare  skill  and  fidelity 
to  nature,  and  the  whole  composition  cannot  fail  to  augment  the  reputation  of  the 
author,  and  to  place  him  in  the  front  rank  of  German  historical  novelists." 

The  characters  of  the  heroines  of  the  story,  Gula  and  Ilda,  are  delineated  with 
a  degree  of  delicacy  and  beauty  rarely  to  be  met  with,  and  with  a  power  so  ab 
sorbing  as  to  completely  chain  the  reader's  attention. 


The  story  is  truly  one  of  "  life  and  love"  among  a  people  almost  unknown  to  us  except  by  name ; 
and  the  incidents  of  it  are  so  new  and  so  heart-stirring,  that  little  as  we  are  accustomed  to  yield  to  the 
delusion  without  which  no  novel  can  be  interesting,  we  could  hardly  shake  off  the  fancy  that  every 
thrilling  occurrence  related  passed  under  our  own  eye.— National  Intelligencer. 

There  is  an  originality,  simplicity  and  beauty  about  the  whole  which  will  attract  and  charm  every 
reader  of  taste,  and  make  it  a  most  welcome  addition  to  the  commonwealth  of  fiction. — Traveller, 

This  work  is  destined  to  delight  many  readers.  There  is  a  dramatic  as  well  as  descriptive  power 
in  it  which  is  illustrated  in  every  page.  A  new  volume  in  human  nature  is  here  opened  to  us.— 
Bulletin. 

Afraja  is  destined  to  a  wide  and  enduring  popularity,  and  it  will  take  a  distinguished  place  among 
the  highest  order  of  classic  fictions.  The  variety  and  contrast  of  characters  invest  the  book  with  a 
new  charm.  The  cold,  self-sacrificing  Ilda;  the  artless  child  of  nature,  Gula;  the  warm-hearted, 
passionate  Hannah,  have  their  counterparts  in  the  pure,  high-minded  Danish  Baron,  Marstrand,  the 
simple,  guileless  Bjornarne,  and  the  crafty,  vindictive  Petersen.  The  cunning,  avaricious  traders, 
Helgestad  and  Fandrem,  are  confronted  with  the  magnanimous  old  Lapland  chief  Afraja,  whose  mys 
terious  character  and  life,  reputed  wealth,  and  fame  as  a  necromancer,  keep  the  imagination  of  the 
reader  in  a  continued  stretch  of  excitement  to  the  last  page.— Inquirer. 


LINDSAY  &BLAKISTON'S   PUBLICATIONS, 

PROCTOR'S    HISTORY    OF    THE    CRUScVDES. 
With  154  Illustrations. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  CRUSADES, 

THEIR  RISE,  PROGRESS,  AND  RESULTS.      By  MAJOR  PROCTOB,  of  the 
Royal  Military  Academy. 


CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER  I.  THE  FIRST  CRUSADE.— Causes  of  the  Crnsades— Preaching  01  tht 
First  Crusade — Peter  the  Hermit — The  Crusade  nndertaken  by  the  Peop^— 
The  Crusade  undertaken  by  the  Kings  and  Nobles — The  First  Crusaders  at 
Constantinople — The  Siege  of  Nice — Defeat  of  the  Turks — Seizure  of  Edessa — 
Siege  and  Capture  of  Antioch  by  the  Crusaders — Defence  of  Antioch  by  the 
Crusaders — Siege  and  Capture  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Crusaders. 

CHAPTER  II.  THE  SECOND  CRUSADE.— State  of  the  Latin  Fhigdom— Origin 
of  the  Orders  of  Religious  Chivalry — Fall  of  Edessa — Preaching  of  the  Second 
Crusade — Louis  VII.  and  Conrad  III.  in  Palestine. 

CHAPTER  III.  THE  THIRD  CRUSADE.— The  Rise  of  Saladin— Battle  of  Tibe 
rias,  and  Fall  of  Jerusalem — The  Germans  undertake  the  Crusade- -Richard 
Coeur  de  Lion  in  Palestine. 

CHAPTER  IV.  THE  FOURTH  CRUSADE.— The  French,  Germans,  and  Italians 
unite  in  the  Crusade — Affairs  of  the  Eastern  Empire — Expedition  agaiufet  Con 
stantinople — Second  Siege  of  Constantinople. 

CHAPTER  V.  THE  LAST  FOUR  CRUSADES.— History  of  the  Latin  Emvt'e  of 
the  East— The  Fifth  Crusade— The  Sixth  Crusade— The  Seventh  Crusade-  -The 
Eighth  Crusade. 

CHAPTER  VI.— CONSEQUENCES  OP  THE  CRUSADES. 


At  the  present  time,  when  a  misunderstanding  concerning  the  Holy  Places  at 
Jerusalem  has  given  rise  to  a  war  involving  four  of  the  great  Powers  of  Europe, 
the  mind  naturally  reverts  to  the  period  when  nearly  all  the  military  powers  of 
Europe  made  a  descent  on  Palestine  for  the  recovery  of  them  from  the  possession 
of  the  infidels.  It  would  seem  that  the  interest  in  these  places  is  still  alive;  and 
the  history  of  the  Holy  Wars  in  Palestine  during  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  maybe  supposed  to  form  an  attractive  theme  for  the  general  reader. 

Under  this  impression  Major  Proctor's  excellent  "  History  of  the  Crusades"  has 
been  carefully  revised,  some  additions  made,  a  series  of  illustrative  engravings, 
executed  by  first-rate  artists,  introduced,  and  the  edition  is  now  respectfully  sub 
mitted  to  the  public. 

The  editor,  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  has  been  struck  with  the  mastorly, 
clear,  and  lucid  method  in  which  the  author  has  executed  the  work — a  work  of 
considerable  difficulty,  when  we  consider  the  long  period  and  the  multiplicity  of 
important  events  embraced  in  the  history;  nor  has  the  editor  been  less  impressed 
with  the  vigorous  style,  and  the  happy  power  of  giving  vividness,  colour,  and 
thrilling  interest  to  the  events  which  he  narrates,  so  conspicuous  in  Major  Proc 
tor's  history.  No  other  historian  of  the  Crusades  has  succeeded  in  comprising  so 
complete  and  entertaining  a  narrative  in  so  reasonable  a  compass. 

A  Handsome  Octavo  Volume,  bound  in  Cloth,  with  appropriate  Designs,  $2  25 
"  "  "  elegantly  gilt, 3  00 


LINDSAY    &,   BLAKISTON'S   PUBLICATIONS, 


MARY  HQWITT'S  NEW  BOOL 
THE     DIAL^OF     LOVE. 

A    CHRISTMAS    BOOK    FOR    THE    YOUNQ. 

BEAUTIFULLY  ILLUSTRATED, 

AND    ELEGANTLY   BOUND   IN   CLOTH,    FULL    GILT   EDGES,    SIDES,    ETC. 
FORMING    THE 

PRETTIEST  PRESENTATION  BOOK  OF  THE  SEASON. 
Price  $1  00. 

THE  SAYINGS  AND  DOINGS  OF  ANIMALS. 

CONTAINING    EIGHT  LARGE  AND   BEAUTIFULLY  COLOURED   PLATES, 

AND  100  OTHER  ILLUSTRATIONS  ON  WOOD. 
PRETTILY   BOUND    IN   CLOTH,    GILT    SIDES,    ETC. 

Price  67  cents. 

MRS.  LEE'S  ANECDOTES 

OF    THK 

HABITS  AND  INSTINCTS  OF  ANIMALS, 

A  16rao.  Volume. 
BEAUTIFULLY    ILLUSTRATED, 

AND    BOUND    IN    SCARLET    CLOTH,    GILT   BACKS. 

Price  75  cents. 

MRS.  LEE'S  ANECDOTES 

OF   THE 

HABITS  AND  INSTINCTS  OF  BIRDS,  FISHES,  REPTILES,  ETC. 

A  16mo.  Volume. 
BEAUTIFULLY    ILLUSTRATED, 

AND    HANDSOMELY   BOUND    IN    ULTRA-MARINE    CLOTH,    GILT   BACKS. 

Price  75  cents. 

These  two  volumes  are  amusing:,  instructive,  and  ably  written,  by  one  who  has  devoted  much  time 
and  attention  to  the  subject.  No  more  entertaining  books  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  young1  peo 
ple,  wid  none  from  which  they  can  derive  more  agreeable  information ;  they  are  especially  adapted 
to  Family  or  School  Libraries. 

AUNT    MARY'S    TALES. 
BY   MRS,  HUGHS. 

A   THICK    16MO.    YOL.,    BEAUTIFULLY   BOUND    IN   RICH,    FANCY-COLOURED   BINDING. 

WITH  NUMEROUS  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Price  75  cents. 


LINDSAY  &  BLAKISTON'S  PUBLICATIONS, 


,  WATSON'S  NEW  DICTIONARY  of  POETICAL  QUOTATIONS, 

Containing  Elegant  Extracts  on  every  Subject.     Compiled  from  various  sources, 
and  arranged  appropriately,  by  JOHN  T.  WATSON,  M.  D. 

We  view  it  as  a  casket  filled  with  the  most  precious  gems  of  learning  and  fancy,  and  so  arranged  as 
to  fascinate,  at  a  glance,  the  delicate  eye  of  taste.  By  referring  to  the  index,  which  is  arranged  in 
alphabetical  order,  you  can  find,  in  a  moment,  the  best  ideas  of  the  most  inspired  poets  of  this  country 
as  well  as  Europe,  upon  any  desired  subject.  —  Chronicle. 


WELD'S  SACRED  POETICAL  QUOTATIONS ; 

OR,  SCRIPTURE  THEMES  AND  THOUGHTS,  as  Paraphrased  by  the  Poets. 
Selected  and  arranged  by  the  REV.  H.  HASTINGS  WELD. 

The  design  was  an  equally  happy  and  original  one,  that  of  collecting  the  fine  moral  and  religious 
passages  of  the  poets  which  are  paraphrases  of  the  Scriptures;  and  the  execution  of  it  has  obviously 
invoUed  much  labour,  as  it  required  the  good  taste  and  critical  judgment  which  no  one  was  bettei 
qualified  than  Mr.  Weld  to  bring  to  the  task.—  North  American. 


MISS  MAY'S  AMERICAN  FEMALE  POETS. 

With  Biographical  and  Critical  Notices,  and  Selections  from  their  Writings. 

We  regard  this  volume  as  a  proud  monument  of  the  genius  and  cultivation  of  American  women,  and 
we  heartily  commend  it  to  all  our  female  readers  as  eminently  worthy  of  their  attention.—  Louisvitte 
Journal. 

DR.  BETHUNE'S  BRITISH  FEMALE  POETS. 

-  With  Biographical  and  Critical  Notices,  and  Selections  from  their  Writings. 

As  a  treasury  of  nearly  all  the  best  pieces  from  their  pens,  and  as  a  manifestation  of  female  talent, 
of  woman's  imaginative  and  sensitive  excellence,  and  the  influence  they  exercise  over  social  manners, 
it  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  English  literature.  The  poems  are  selected  with  much  judgment  and 
good  taste. — ledger. 

OCTAVO  EDITIONS  OF  EACH  OF  THE  ABOVE  FOR  PRESENTATION, 
BEAUTIFULLY    ILLUSTRATED 

Bound  in  Library  Style,  Marble  Edges,  •  Price  $2  00 

"  Cloth,  full  gilt,  bevelled  boards,  -  3  00 

"  Turkey  Morocco,  full  gilt,  -  -  4  00 

"  "  "  Antique,  -  4  50 

Also,  12mo.  editions  of  each,  in  Cloth,  gilt  backs,  -  -  1  25 

«  "  "  "  full  gilt,  -  1  50 


LINDSAY   &  BLAKISTOM'S  PUBLICATIONS, 

THE  CAMP-FIRES  OF  THE  REVOLUTION; 

OR,  THE  WAR  OF  INDEPENDENCE, 

ILLUSTRATED    BY   THRILLING   EVENTS   AND    STORIES    BY   THE 

OLD  CONTINENTAL  SOLDIERS. 

BY    HENRY    C.    WATSON. 
*.«»,>*,  .J:  With  over  50  Illustrations. 


CONTENTS. 
THE    CAMP-FIRES 


On  Dorchester  Heights* 

At  Cambridge* 

At  Mount  Independence* 

At  Long  Island* 

At  Skippack  Creek. 

At  Germantown. 

At  Valley  Forge. 

At  Whitemorsh. 

At  White  Plains. 


At  Middlebrook. 

At  Middlebrook  (Continued), 

On  the  Susqitehauna. 

At  Springfield. 

At  Dlorristown. 

On  the  Pedee. 

J-n  the  Swamp. 

On  the  Hills  of  Santee. 

Near  Charleston. 


At  Saratoga* 

A  large  Octavo  Volume.     Price  in  Cloth  Backs,  $1  75.     Embossed  Leather, 
Marble  Edges,  $2  00. 

This  work  is  well  and  pleasingly  done,  and  the  stories  illustrate  the  oft-repeated  quotation  that 
"  truth  is  stranger  than  fiction."  To  the  young,  this  work  will  possess  a  perfect  charm.  If  it  shows 
how  liberty  was  gained,  it  may  be  equally  instructive  in  pointing  out  its  value,  and  the  necessity  ot 
its  preservation.  The  style  in  which  it  is  written  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the  boldness  of  the 
events  and  the  spirit  of  the  actors.—  American. 

THE  RAILROAD  AND  STEAMBOAT  ANECDOTE  BOOK; 

Containing  Numerous  Anecdotes,  Conversational  Opinions, 
Choice  Sayings,  etc., 

FROM     THE     WRITINGS     OP 


TOM  HOOD, 

JUDGE  HALIBURTON, 
CHARLES  DICKENS, 


WASHINGTON  IRVING, 
SYDNEY  SMITH, 
LORD  BROUGHAM, 


AND  OTHER  CELEBRATED  AUTHORS. 

BY  AN    OLD    TRAVELLER. 

WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

A  neat  12mo.  Volume.    Price,  Cloth,  50  cents.     Paper,  75  cents. 

BERNARD  BARTON'S  LIFE,  LETTERS,  AND  POEMS, 

BY    HIS    DAU OUTER. 

WITH  A  PORTRAIT. 
A  neat  12mo.  Volume. 


THE  YOUNG   AMERICAN'S   LIBRARY; 

A    USEFUL   AND    ATTRACTIVE    SERIES    OP    BOOKS    FOU 

YOUNG    PEOPLE: 

EMBRACING  EVENTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  EARLY  HISTORY  OF  OUR  COUNTRY, 

AND  LIVES  OF  ITS  DISTINGUISHED  MEN. 

Written  with  much  care,  and  in  an  entertaining  and  instructive  manner. 

WITH   ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  IMPORTANT    EVENTS,   AND   BEAUTIFULLY 

ILLUMINATED  TITLE  PAGES, 


LIFE  OF  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Franklin  as  a  Tallow  Chandler. 
Franklin  at  the  Printing  Press. 
Franklin's  first  Arrival  in  Philadelphia. 
Franklin  acting  as  his  own  Porter. 


The  Philadelphia  Library,  founded  by  Franklin. 
Franklin  attracting  Lightning  from  the  Clouds. 
Fiankiin  Signing1  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Franklin  as  a  Statesman. 


LIFE  OF  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Washington  ai  Eighteen. 
Washington  Clawing  the  Alleghany. 
Surrender  of  Cornwailis. 
4  View  of  Mount  Vcrnon. 


Washington  Crossing;  the  Delaware. 
Washington  at  Valley  Forge. 
The  Washington  Family. 
The  Tomb  of  Washington. 


LIrt  jF  LAFAYETTE, 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Lafayette  as  Commander  of  the  National  Guard. 
Lafayette  Offering  his  yek»iv'-ei<  to  Washington. 
Lafayette  at  the  Battle  of  JranJywine. 
Battle  of  Mon  mouth. 


|  Lafayette's  Final  Interview  with  Washington 
Lafayette's  Arrival  at  New  irork. 
Triumphal  Arch  at  Philadelphia. 
Lafayette's  Tomb. 


LIFE  OF  WILLIAM  PENN. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Portrait  of  William  Penn. 
Penn  receiving  Instruction  from  his  Mother. 
Penn  receiving  a  Visit  from  his  Mother  in  Prison. 
Penn  Landing  at  Chester. 


Visit  to  the  Indian  Country. 
Penn's  Treaty  with  the  Indians. 
Penn's  Cottage,  Lsetitia  Court. 
Penn's  Residence  at  Philadelphia 


LIFE  OF  MARION. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Marion  as  a  Trooper . 

The  Last  Shot. 

Marion  and  the  Raw  Recruits. 

Sergeant  McDonald  and  the  Tory. 


The  Famous  Potato  Dinner. 
Colonel  Campbell  taken  Prisoner. 
Macdouald's  Message  to  Colonel  Watson. 
Mrs.  Motte  and  the  Bow  and  Arrows. 


LIFE  OF  DANIEL  WEBSTER, 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Young  Danie]  at  the  Saw  Mill 
Webster  Fishing  at  Fryburjr. 
Webster  Declining  the  Clerkship. 
Webster  Expounding  the  Constitution. 


The  Burker  Hill  Celeoration. 
Wfbsicr  at  Faneuil  Hall. 
Marshfield.  the  Residence  of  Webster. 
Webster  on  his  Farm 
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LIFE  OF  HENRY  CLAY. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Henry  Clay  the  Statesman. 
The  Village  School. 
The  Birthnlace  of  Clay. 
The  Mill  Boy  of  the  Slashes. 


The  Debatina-  Society. 

Bolivar  Reading  Clay's  Speech  to  the  Army. 

The  Residence  of  Mr.  Clay. 

The  Torchlight  Procession. 


LIFE  OF  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 


A  Portrait  of  JacKson. 
Jackson's  Presence  of  Mind. 
Jackson's  Narrow  Escape. 
Jackson  and  the  Acorns. 


I  Jackson  as  Judge. 

|  Jackson  and  the  Indian  Prisoners. 

The  Battle  of  New  Orleans. 
I  Jackson  at  the  Hermitage. 


LIFE  OF  NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Napoleon's  Snow  Fortress. 
The  Battle  of  the  Pyramids. 
Napoleon's  Retreat  from  Russia 
Napoleon's  Return  from  Elba. 


The  Bridge  of  Arcola. 

The  Battle  of  Marenso. 

Napoleon  before  the  Battle  of  Ansterlitz. 

Napoleon  Drawing  a  Plan  of  Attack. 


THE  YANKEE  TEA-PARTY, 

AND  OTHER  STORIES  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


The  Boston  Tea-Party. 
Hezekiah  Wyman. 
Mr.  Bleeker  and  his  Son. 
Tarleton  Breaking  the  Horse. 


Lee's  Legion. 
Seizure  of  The  Bettys. 
Exploit  of  Colonel  McLain. 
General  Morgan. 


THE  OLD  BELL  OF  INDEPENDENCE, 

OR  PHILADELPHIA  IN  1776. 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


Tne  Old  State  house  Bell. 
Washington's  Prayer  for  the  Dying  Soldier. 
Defeat  of  the  Skinners  at  Deadman's  Lane. 
The  Story  of  th?  Half-Breed. 


The  Outlaws  of  the  Pines. 

The  Battle  of  the  Kegs. 

Capture  of  General  Prescott. 

Riley  going  to  the  Place  of  Execution. 


LIFE  OF  GENERAL  TAYLOR, 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Portrait  of  General  Taylor. 
Defence  of  Fort  Harrison. 
Battle  of  Okee  Chobee. 
Capture  of  General  La  Vega. 


The  Streets  of  Monterey. 
Capitulation  of  Monterey. 
General  Taylor  Never  Surrenders. 
Charge  of  the  Kentuckians  at  Buena  Vista. 


Each  of  these  volumes  is  well  written,  in  a  high,  moral  tone,  by  respon 
sible  authors,  and  contains  numerous  anecdotes,  illustrative  of  the  early  and  latter 
history  of  our  country.  The  compact  style  in  which  these  works  are  written,  as 
well  as  their  low  price,  make  them  wtll  adapted  for  Family,  School,  or  District 
Libraries. 

Price  per  Volume,  56i  Cents,  Cloth  gilt.    In  Setts,  neatly  done 
up  in  Boxes,  $6  75. 
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LINDSAY   &  BLAKISTON'S  PUBLICATIONS, 

MRS.    LEE'S   YOUNG    PEOPLE'S    LIBRARY. 

THE  AFRICAN  CRUSOES; 

Or,  the  ADVENTURES  OF  CARLOS  AND  ANTONIO  in  the  Wilds  of  Africa. 
With  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


THE  AUSTRALIAN  WANDERERS ; 

Or,  the  ADVENTURES  OF  CAPTAIN  SPENCER,  HIS  HORSE  AND  DOG, 
In  the  Bush  and  Wilds  of  Australia.     With  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ANECDOTES  of  the  HABITS  and  INSTINCTS  of  ANIMALS, 

With  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ANECDOTES  of  the  HABITS  and  INSTINCTS  of  BIRDS, 
FISHES,  and  REPTILES. 

With  ILLUSTRATIONS.     Each  volume  neatly  bound  in  cloth,  gilt  backs,  and  sold 
separately  at  75  cents ;  or  neatly  put  in  a  box  together,  price  $3  00. 


MARY  HOWITT'S  BEAUTIFUL  JUVENILES, 

ELEGANTLY    ILLUSTRATED. 

MIDSUMMER  FLOWERS, 

FOR  THE  YOUNG.     By  MARY  HOWITT.     With  Ten  beautiful  ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Price,  bound  in  cloth,  gilt  backs,  75  cents.     In  full  gilt  edges,  &c.,  $1  00. 


THE  DIAL  OF  LOVE, 

A  CHRISTMAS  BOOK  FOR  THE  YOUNG.  By  MARY  HOWITT.  Ten  beau 
tiful  ILLUSTRATIONS.  Price,  bound  in  cloth,  gilt  backs,  75  cents ;  in  full  cloth, 
gilt  edges,  <fcc.,  $1  00. 


MY  NEIGHBOR'S  CHILDREN. 

From  the  German.     By  MRS.  SARAH  A.  MYERS.     In  2  volumes,  16ino.     With 
ILLUSTRATIONS.     Price  $1  25. 

A  sprightly  arid  very  effective  tale.     It  preaches  a  kind  of  domestic  gospel  which  every  parent  will 
see  the  beauty  of,  and  perhaps  feel  the  force  of.    Its  impression  is  both  decided  and  good.—  Evangtlut. 


LINDSAY    &,  BLAKISTON'S  PUBLICATIONS, 

THE  CURIOSITIES  OF  THE  MICROSCOPE, 

OR  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  MINUTE  PARTS  OF  CREATION, 

ADAPTED     TO     THE     CAPACITIES     OF     TOTING     PEOPLE. 

WITH  NUMEROUS  BEAUTIFULLY  COLOURED  ENGRAVINGS. 
"Evsry  grain  of  sand  is  an  immensity—  every  leaf  a  world."—  Lavater. 

BY  REV,  JOSEPH  WYTHES,   M.  D., 
AUTHOR   OP   "THE   MICROSCOPIST  s,"  ETC. 

A  neat  16ino.  volume.     Price  $1  00. 

Although  this  book  is  intended  primarily  for  the  young,  yet  most  "  children  of  a  larger  growth" 
might  read  it,  not  only  with  interest  but  also  with  profit.  Beginning  with  a  chapter  and  engraving  to 
explain  the  Microscope,  it  goes  on  to  show  some  of  the  most  striking  wonders  which  it  reveals  to  us. 
These  are  accompanied  by  handsome  coloured  engravings,  forming  altogether,  with  its  crimson  and 
gold  cover  and  gilt  edges,  an  exceedingly  attractive  little  volume  for  old  and  young.  —  Evening  Express. 

It  contains  various  illustrations  of  the  minuter  parts  of  creation,  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  the 
young,  and  is  got  up  in  a  style  of  beauty  that  we  rarely  see  surpassed.  The  engravings  are  of  the 
highest  order.  We  know  not  which  to  admire  most,  the  conception  or  the  execution.  —  Puritan 
Recorder. 

CHIT-CHAT, 

OR,   SHORT    TALES    IN    SHORT   WORDS. 

BY   THE    AUTHOR    OF    "ALWAYS    HAPPY,"    "KEY   TO    KNOWLEDGE." 

Our  life  is  like  a  summer's  day, 

It  seems  so  quickly  past  ; 
Youth  is  the  mornina:,  bright  and  gay, 
And  if  'tis  spent  in  wisdom's  way 
We  meet  old  age  without  dismay, 

And  death  is  sweet  at  last.—  Hymns  for  Infant  Minds. 

A   PRETTY   AND    INSTRUCTIVE    VOLUME    WITH 
TWELVE    ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Neatly  bound  in  Cloth,  Gilt  Backs.     Price  50  cents. 


THE  CHILD'S  OWN  BOOK  OF  ANIMALS, 


TWELVE  LARGE  AND  BEAUTIFULLY  COLOURED  ILLUSTRA 
TIONS,  WITH  DESCRIPTIONS. 

Price  $1  00. 


PILGRIM'S  PROGRESS,  (For  the  Young.) 

BEAUTIFULLY    ILLUSTRATED. 

Price  38  cents.     Cloth  Gilt. 


LINDSAY    &,   BLAKISTON'S   PUBLICATIONS, 

Iramran 

With  Biographical  and  Critical  Notices,  and  Selections  from 
their  Writings. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 

FRONTISPIECE  ...........................  PORTRAIT  OF  MRS,  OSGOOD, 

THE  POET'S  HOME,  LOVE  IN  ABSENCE. 

THE  COUNTESS,  LIZZIE, 

INNOCENCE,  THE  MORNING-GLORY, 

THE  BRIDE,  JUST  SEVENTEEN, 

The  literary  merit  of  Miss  May's  hook  we  can  heartily  and  sincerely  praise,  if  speaking  the  truth 
can  be  called  praise.  The  notices,  biographical  and  critical,  are  concise,  reliable,  and  iu  most  in 
stances  strictly  impartial,—  NtaCs  Gazette. 

We  regard  this  volume  as  a  proud  monument  of  the  genius  and  cultivation  of  American  women, 
and  we  heartily  commend  it  to  all  our  female  readers  as  eminently  worthy  of  their  attention.—  Lou 
isville  Journal. 

Dr.  Sfrtjrooejjs  Srtftstj  Itmale 

With  Biographical  and  Critical  Notices,  and  Selections  from 
their  Writings. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 

FRONTISPIECE  ......................  PORTRAIT  OF  HON,  MRS.  NORTON, 

RESIDENCE  OF  MRS,  HEMANS,  THE  WIDOW, 

TRUE  FELICITY,  EXPECTATION, 

MANHOOD,  THE  DISCONSOLATE, 

THE  FAVOURITE  FLOWER,  ESTRELLA, 

In  the  department  of  English  poetry  we  have  long  looked  for  a  spirit  cast  in  nature's  finest,  yet 
most  elevated  mould,  possessed  of  the  most  delicate  and  exquisite  taste,  the  keenest  perception  of 
the  innate  true  and  beautiful  in  poetry,  as  opposed  to  their  opposites,  who  could  give  to  us  a  pure 
collection  of  British  Female  Poets,  many  of  them  among  the  choicest  spirits  that  ever  graced  and 
adorned  humanity.  The  object  of  our  search  is  before  us  ;  and  we  acknowledge  at  once  in  Dr.  Be- 
thune.  the  gifted  poet,  the  eloquent  divine,  and  the  humble  Christian,  one  who  combines,  in  an  emi 
nent  degree,  all  the  characteristics  above  alluded  to.  It  raises  the  mind  loftier  to  peruse  the  elegant 
volume  before  us,  chaste,  rich,  and  beautiful,  without  and  within.  —  Tfic  Spectator. 


_  The  present  Editions  of  the  above  Books  are  infinitely  superior  to  any 

previous  ones  that  have  been  issued;  these  are  elegantly  bound  in  new  styles, 
the  Turkey  copies  in  Bevelled  Boards  and  Panelled,  with  'Gilt  Edges;  the  Cloth 
copies  in  fast  colours,  Turkey  Grained,  Bevelled  Boards,  Gilt  Edges,  Backs  and 
Sides. 

Price  of  each  Volume  in  lurkey  Bevelled  Boards,  &o.,    .     .     .     $4  50 
"  "  Cloth  Bevelled  Boards,  full  Gilt,     .     .       3  50 

In  Setts,  4  volumes,  elegantly  bound  to  match,  Turkey,  $16,  Cloth,  $12. 


LINDSAY   &,  BLAKISTON'S  PUBLICATIONS, 
KURTEN'S  ART  OF  MANUFACTURING  SOAPS. 

INCLUDING  THE  MOST  KECENT  DISCOVERIES.  Embracing  the  best 
methods  for  making  all  kinds  of  HARD,  SOFT,  and  TOILET  SOAPS  ;  also  OLIVE 
OIL  SOAP,  and  others  necessary  in  the  Preparation  of  Cloths.  "With  Receipts 
for  making  TRANSPARENT  and  CAMPHINE  OIL  CANDLES.  By  PHILIP  KTJRTEN, 
Practical  Soap  and  Candle  Manufacturer.  In  one  vol.,  I2mo.  Price  $1  00. 


PIGGOTT  ON  COPPER  MINING  AND  COPPER  ORE. 

Containing  a  full  description  of  some  of  the  principal  Copper  Mines  of  the  United 
States,  the  Art  of  Mining,  the  Mode  of  Preparing  the  Ore  for  Market,  «fec.  <fcc. 
By  A.  SNOWDEN  PIGGOTT,  M.  D.,  Practical  Chemist.  In  one  volume,  12mo. 
Price  $1  00. 

OVERMAN'S  PRACTICAL  MINERALOGY,  ASSAYING, 
AND  MINING. 

With  a  Description  of  the  Useful  Minerals,  and  Instructions  for  Assaying  and 
Mining,  according  to  the  Simplest  Methods.  By  FREDERICK  OVERMAN,  Mining 
Engineer,  <fcc.  Third  Edition.  In  one  volume,  12mo.  Price  75  cents. 

WRIGHT'S  AMERICAN  RECEIPT  BOOK, 

Containing  over  3000  Receipts,  in  all  the  Useful  and  Domestic  Arts;  including 
Confectionery,  Distilling,  Perfumery,  Chemicals,  Varnishes,  Dyeing,  Agricul 
ture,  &c.  &c.  In  one  volume.  Price  $1  00. 

MORFIT'S  MANURES, 

Their  Composition,  Preparation,  and  Action  upon  Soils,  with  the  Quantities  to  be 
applied.  A  much-needed  Manual  for  the  Farmer.  By  CAMPBELL  MORFIT, 
Practical  and  Analytical  Chemist.  Price  only  25  cents. 

MORFIT'S  PHARMACEUTICAL  MANUAL. 

CHEMICAL  AND  PHARMACEUTICAL  MANIPULATIONS.  A  Manual  of 
the  Mechanical  and  Chemico-Mechanical  Operations  of  the  Laboratory.  By 
C.  MORFIT,  assisted  by  Alex.  Muckle.  One  vol.,  8vo.,  with  nearly  500  IL 
LUSTRATIONS.  Price  $2  00. 


QUALITATIVE  AND  QUANTITATIVE.  By  HENRY  M.  NOAD,  Lecturer  on 
Chemistry  at  St.  George's  Hospital,  author  of  "Lectures  on  Electricity,"  "Lec 
tures  on  Chemistry,"  <fec.  &c.  With  numerous  additions  by  Campbell  Morfit, 
Practical  and  Analytical  Chemist,  author  of  "  Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical 
Manipulations,"  &c.  With  ILLUSTRATIONS.  One  vol.,  Svo.  Price  $2  00. 


LINDSAY   &,   BLAKISTON'S   PUBLICATIONS, 


I;t  Jlni  fofm  Cumminp 


,  UNIFORM     EDITION. 

ft  Price  75  cents  per  Volume,  and  sent  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  upon  receipt  i 
this  amount  by  the  Publishers. 

CUMMING'S  APOCALYPTIC  SKETCHES ; 

OR,    LECTURES    ON    THE    BOOK    OF    REVELATION. 
One  Volume,  12mo.     Cloth. 

CUMMING'S  APOCALYPTIC  SKETCHES. 

SECOND  SERIES.     One  Volume,  12mo.     Cloth. 


CTOMING'S  LECTURES  ON  THE  SEVEN  CHURCHES. 

One  Volume,  12mo.     Cloth. 


\     CUMMING'S  LECTURES  ON  OUR  LORD'S  MIRACLES. 

One  Volume,  12mo.     Cloth. 

CUMMING'S  LECTURES  ON  THE  PARABLES. 

One  Volume.  12mo.     Cloth. 

CUMMING'S   PROPHETIC   STUDIEb; 

OR,    LECTURES    ON    THE    BOOK    OF   DANIEL*. 
One  Volume,  12mo.     Cloth. 

CUMMING'S  MINOR  WORKS,    First  Series, 

One  Volume,  12mo.     Cloth.     This  Volume  contains  the  following: 

THE  FINGER  OP  GOD,    CHRIST  OUR  PASSOVER,    THE  COMFORTER. 

Which  are  all  bound  and  sold  separately.     Price  38  cents. 

CUMMING'S  MINOR  WORKS,    Second  Series, 

One  Volume,  12mo.     Cloth.     This  Volume  contains  the  following: 

A    MESSAGE    FROM    GOD,    THE    GREAT    SACRIFICE,    AND    CHRIST    RECEIVING    SINNERS. 

Which  are  also  bound  and  sold  separately.     Price  38  cents. 

The  Rev.  Jonn  Gumming,  D.D.,  is  now  the  great  pulpit  orator  of  London,  as  Edward  Irving  was  seme  4 
twenty  years  since.  But  very  different  is  the  Doctor  to  that  strange,  wonderfully  eloquent,  but  erratic  '• ; 
man.  There  could  not  by  possibility  he  a  greater  contrast.  The  one  all  fire,  enthusiasm,  and  semi-  < 
madness;  the  other  a  man  of  chastened  energy  and  convincing  calmness.  The  one  like  a  meteor,  ;i 
flashing  across  a  troubled  sky,  and  then  vanishing  suddenly  in  the  darkness  ;  the  other  like  a  silver  ; 
star,  shining  serenely,  and  illuminating  our  pathway  with  its  steady  ray.  He  is  looked  upon  as  the  J 
great  champion  of  Protestantism  in  its  purest  form.  ',  • 

His  great  work  on  the  "  Apocalypse,"  upon  which  his  high  rep'utation  as  a  writer  rests,  having  a-.  J 
nady  reached  its  fifteenth  edition  in  England,  while  his  "  Lectures  on  the  Miracles,"  and  those  on  f 
"  Daniel,"  have  passed  through  six  editions  of  1000  copies  each,  and  his  "  Lectures  on  the  Parable*"  5 
through  four  editions,  all  within  a  comparatively  short  time. 


LINDSAY   &   BLAKISTON'S   PUBLICATIONS. 

.  Joint  ©ttftntitrg'j? 

UNIFORM  EDITION.    PRICE  75  CENTS  PER  VOLUME. 

CUMMING'S  FAMILY  PRAYERS, 

FOR  EVERY  MORNING  AND  EVENING  IN  THE  YEAR. 

(Slitij  ^tctonas  10  Hptojmatc  Sfrijtett  UtaMnp* 

IN  TWO  VOLUMES. 
JANUARY    TO    JUNE -JULY    TO    DECEMBER. 

^^^^G^E^n^i^sr^ 

TWELVE  URGENT  QUESTIONS,  PERSONAL,  PRACTICAL,  AND  POINTED, 

In  one  12mo.  volume,  cloth. 

SIGNS  OF  THE  TIMES: 

OR, 

THE  PAST,  PRESENT,  AND  FUTURE. 

In  one  12mo.  volume,  cloth. 

CUMMING'S     MINOR.    WORKS. 

Price  38  cents  per  Volume. 
THE  COMMUNICANT'S  MANUAL, 

A  Plain  and  Practical  Exposition  of  the  Lord's  Supper.     1  vol.,  cloth. 

INFANT  SALVATION, 

Or,  All  Saved  that  Die  in  Infancy.     Specially  addressed  to  mothers  mourning 
the  loss  of  infants  and  children.     1  vol.,  cloth. 

:  THE  BAPTISMAL  FONT, 

Or,  the  Nature  and  Obligations  of  Christian  Baptism.     1  vol.,  cloth. 

CHRIST  OUR  PASSOVER, 

Or,  Thoughts  on  the  Atonement.     1  vol.,  cloth. 

A  MESSAGE  FROM  GOD, 

Or,  Thoughts  on  Religion  for  Thinking  Men.     1  vol.,  cloth. 

THE  GREAT  SACRIFICE, 

Or,  the  Gospel  according  to  Leviticus.     1  vol.,  cloth. 

THE  COMFORTER, 

Or,  Thoughts  on  the  Influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.     1  vol.,  cloth. 

CHRIST  RECEIVING  SINNERS. 

One  vol.,  cloth. 

The  FINGER  of  GOD,  in  Creation,  The  Spread  of  Christianity,  &c 

One  vol.,  cloth. 


LINDSAY   &  BLAKISTON'S   PUBLICATIONS, 


NEW   DICTIONARIES. 


WALKER'S  RHYMING   DICTIONARY: 

A  Rhyming,  Spelling,  and  Pronouncing  Dictionary  of  the  Eng 
lish  Language---in  which 

I.  The  whole  Language  is  arranged  according  to  its  terminations. 

II.  Every  Word  is  explained  and  divided  into  Syllables  exactly  as  pronounced. 

III.  Multitudes  of  Words  liable  to  a  double  pronunciation  are  fixed  in  their  true  sound  oya  rhyme. 

IV.  Many  of  the  most  difficult  Words  are  rendered  easy  to  be  pronounced  by  being  classed  accord 
ing  to  their  endings. 

V.  Numerous  classes  of  Words  are  ascertained  in  their  pronunciation,  by  distinguishing  them  into 
perfect,  nearly  perfect,  and  allowable  Rhymes. 

To  which  is  prefixed  a  copious  introduction  to  the  various  uses  of  the  work,  with  critical  and  prac 
tical  observations  on  Orthography,  Syllabication,  Pronunciation, and  Rhyme;  and,  for  the  purpose  of 
Poetry,  is  added  an  Index  of  Allowable  Rhymes,  with  authorities  for  their  usage  from  our  best  Posts. 

BY    J.    WALKER. 

One  vol.  12mo.     Price  $1  25. 

Here  is  a  booK  that  the  young  poet— and  the  old  one,  too,  perhaps— will  find  one  of  his  most  valua 
ble  assistants.  It  will  not  furnish  him  with  inspiration,  but  it  will  readily  furnish  him  with  rhymes, 
which  are  often  the  best  aids  in  the  flow  of  inspiration.  Many  a  sublime  thought  or  pretty  fancy  has 
been  irretrievably  lost  while  the  poet  was  scratching  his  head  for  a  word  with  the  proper  jingle. 
This  dictionary  removes  all  these  troubles,  since  it  furnishes  every  word  in  the  language  according  to 
its  termination.  In  all  this  there  is  no  child's  play,  for  such  a  work  has  its  value  and  its  dignity,  and 
its  value  is  above  the  mere  manufacture  of  couplets.  The  endorsement  of  Walker  to  the  system 
given  in  his  work  wo  jld  alone  raise  it  above  ridicule,  even  if  it  had  not  been  for  years  considered  a 
wortt  of  real  value  by  the  best  minds  in  England  and  this  country.  Walker's  system  of  orthography 
and  pronunciation  continues  to  be  the  standard  among  all  our  best  writers,  and  these  are  fully  de 
veloped  in  this  dictionary.  His  introduction  contains  an  invaluable  treatise  on  the  construction  of 
our  language.  The  work  is  very  well  printed  and  bound.— Bulletin. 

RAWSON'S  NEW  DICTIONARY  OF  SYNONYMES: 

A  Dictionary  of  the  Synonymical  Terms  of  the  English  Language. 

BY  THE  REV.  JAMES  RAWSON. 
A  neat  12mo.  Volume.     Price  63  cents. 

Of  the  various  books  of  English  Synonymes  that  have  been  published,  none  is  at  once  so  compact, 
comprehensive,  clear,  and  correct  as  this  one.  The  number  of  synonymical  terms  is  larger  than  any 
previous  work  contains,  and  there  is  nothing  superfluous — no  unnecessary  remarks,  which  are  more 
calculated  to  bewilder  than  to  inform.  It  will  make  an  admirable  desk  companion  for  the  man  of 
letters. — Evening  Bulletin. 

JOHNSON'S  POCKET  DICTIONARY. 

DIAMOND    EDITION. 

32mo.  Cloth, 38  cents. 

"      Embossed  gilt 50    « 

"      Tucks  gilt  edges 63    « 

This  edition  has  been  greatly  imprc"ed  by  the  addition  of  some  thousand  words  and  technical 
terms,  the  accentuatioi  corrected  according  to  the  most  approved  mode  of  pronunciation,  together 
with  a  concise  classical  mythology,  a  list  of  men  of  learning  and  genius,  phrases  from  various  lan 
guages,  and  a  biographical  table  of  distinguished  deceased  Americans,  and  a  portrait  of  Dr.  Johnson 


LINDSAY    &  BLAKISTON'S   PUBLICATIONS, 

THE  CHRSSTIANJ-AMILY  LIBRARY, 

THE  WOMEN  OF  THE  OLD  AND  NEW  TESTAMENT. 
SCENES  IN  THE  LIFE  OF  THE  SAVIOUR. 

SCENES  IN  THE   LIVES  OF  THE   PATRIARCHS  AND 
PROPHETS. 

SCENES  IN  THE  LIVES  OF  THE  APOSTLES. 

Neat  12mo.  Volumes,  with  Illustrations.  Price  per  volume,  in  Cloth,  Plain 
Edges,  Gilt  Backs,  75  cents.  Full  Gilt  Edges,  $1  00.  In  Setts,  Cloth,  Plain, 
$3  00.  In  Full  Gilt,  $4  00. 

THE  CHESTERFIEIB1AN  LIBRARY, 

MANUALS  FOR  THE  POCKET  OR  CENTRE-TABLE. 
THE  YOUNG  HUSBAND, 

A  MANUAL  OF  THE  DUTIES,  MORAL,  RELIGIOUS,  AND  DOMESTIC, 
IMPOSED  BY  THE  RELATIONS  OF  MARRIED  LIFE. 


THE  YOUNG  WIFE, 

A  MANUAL  OF  MORAL,  RELIGIOUS,  AND  DOMESTIC  DUTIES, 

BEING   A   COMPANION   TO    "THE    YOUNG   HUSBAND.3* 


ETIQUETTE  FOR  GENTLEMEN, 

OR,  SHORT  RULES  AND  REFLECTIONS  FOR  CONDUCT  IN  SOCIETY. 


ETIQUETTE  FOR  LADIES, 

TTITH  HINTS  ON  THE  PRESERVATION,  IMPROVEMENT,  ETC., 
OF  FEMALE  BEAUTY. 


THE  HAND-BOOK  OF  ETIQUETTE, 

OR    CANONS    OF    GOOD    BREEDING. 

BY    THE    AUTHOR    OF    "ETIQUETTE    FOR   GENTLEMEN." 


JOHNSON'S  POCKET  DICTIONARY. 

A  NEW  AND  REVISED  EDITION.   -WITH  A  PORTRAIT  OF  THE  AUTHOR. 

Each  volume  neatly  bound  in  Cloth,  Gilt  Backs,  with  an  Illuminated  Frontis 
piece.  Price  38  cents,  or  in  Full  Gilt,  50  cents.  In  Setts,  Cloth,  Plain,  $2  25 ; 
Full  Gilt,  $3  00. 


LINDSAY  &,  BUKISTON'S   PUBLICATIONS. 


\t  HHiftfWfe?  parlour  Itbranj 

AND 

BIBLE   COMPANIONS 


The  following  volumes  are  among  the  most  elegant  specimens  from  the  American  press.  In  neat 
ness  and  chasteness  of  execution,  they  are  perhaps  unsurpassed.  The  engravings  are  of  the  highest 
order,  and  illustrate  most  strikingly,  and  with  great  beauty,  some  of  the  most  sublime  and  the  most 
touching  Scripture  scenes.  They  also  contain  some  of  the  richest  specimens  ot  Sacred  Poetry,  whose 
subject  and  style  are  such  as  deeply  to  interest  the  imagination,  and  at  the  same  time  to  mak«  the 
heart  better.  We  hope  the  Christian's  table,  at  least,  may  be  adorned  with  the  Tolumes  mentioned, 
and  such  as  are  like  them. — N.  E.  Puritan. 


THE  WOMEN    OF  THE    SCRIPTURES. 

BY  DISTINGUISHED  AMERICAN  WRITERS. 

EDITED   BY  THE  REV.   H.    HASTINGS  WELD. 

WITH  TWELVE  ILLUSTRATIONS  ENGRAVED  ON  STEEL,  AND  TWO  ILLUMINATED  PAGES, 

SCENES   IN   THE    LIFE  OF  THE   SAVIOUR. 

BY    THE    POETS    AND    PAINTERS. 
ILLUSTRATING   THE    SAVIOUR'S   LIFE    AND    PASSION 

EDITED  BY  THE  REV.  R.  W.  GRISWOLD. 
WITH  8  BEAUTIFUL  ENGRAVINGS  AND  2  ILLUMINATED  PAGES. 

SCENES  IN  THE  LIVES  OF  THE  PATRIARCHS  AND  PROPHETS, 

EDITED  BY  THE  REV.  H.  HASTINGS  WELD. 
WITH  E16HT  ILLUSTRATIONS  ENGRAVED  ON  STEEL,  AND  TWO  ILLUMINATED  PAGES, 

SCENES  IN  THE  LIVES  OF  THE  APOSTLES. 

BY   CELEBRATED   AUTHORS. 

EDITED  BY  THE  REVEREND  H.  HASTINGS  WELD. 
8  BEAUTIFUL  ILLUSTRATIONS,  AND  2  ILLUMINATED  PAGES. 


These  four  Volumes  contain  a  Series  of  Bible  Illustrations  unsurpassed.    Their  literary  merits  are    • 
of  a  high  order.    Together,  they  form  an  unequalled  Centre-table  Library. 

Elegantly  bound  in  Turkey  Morocco,  Beveled  Boards,  Panelled  Sides,  ami  Gilt  Edges,  $4  50 

"  Turkey  Morocco,  Gilt  Edges,  Sides  and  Back 4  00 

Cloth,  Imperial  Colours, 3  00 


LINDSAY   &,   BLAKISTON'S   PUBLICATIONS, 

BUDS  AKD  BLOSSOMS  FOR  THE  YOUSTG-. 

BY    MRS,   HUGHS, 

"  There  is  to  me 

A  daintiness  about  these  Flowers 
That  touches  me  like  Poetry." 

A  neat  16mo.  volume, 

WITH  A  COLOURED  FRONTISPIECE,  AND  NUMEROUS  OTHER  ILLUSTRATIONS 
Bound  in  Cloth,  Gilt  Back  and  Sides.     Price  75  cents. 

ALADDIN,  OR  THE  WONDERFUL  LAMP. 

PRINTED    ON   LARGE    PICA    TYPE. 

ILLUSTRATED  BY  FIFTEEN  COLOURED  PLATES. 
Bound  in  Cloth.     Price  75  cents. 

THE  LIFE  AND  TRAVELS  OF  GEN.  TOM  THUMB, 

(CHARLES  STRATTON.) 

BEAUTIFULLY  ILLUSTRATED,   COLOURED   PLATES. 
Price  50  cents.     Cloth,  Gilt  Backs. 

A  MEMOIR  OF  ELLEN  MAY  WOODWARD. 

BY  THE  REV.  GEORGE  MILES,  A.M., 

RECTOR    OP    ST.    STEPHEN'S    CHURCH,    WILKESBARRE. 

WITH  A  PORTRAIT. 
A  neat  18mo  Volume.     Price  38  cents. 

PUBLISHERS'  NOTICE.  —"The  subject  of  this  Memoir  was  the  oldest  daughter  of  the  Hon.  G*o. 
W.  Woodward,  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  peculiar  position,  as  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ  at  an 
early  age,  and  the  manifestations  of  deep  piety  which  marked  her,  will  account  for  the  appearance 
of  this  little  volume.  She  was  one  of  Christ's  lambs,  committed  to  the  care  of  the  pastor  of  the  flock, 
and  her  story  is  told  to  lead  others  into  the  same  fold." 

AUNT  MARY'S  LIBRARY  FOR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS. 

Constating  of  Short  Tales,  written  in  an  Entertaining  and 
Instructive  Style* 

BY    MRS.    HUGHS. 

EACH  VOLUME  CONTAINING  A  COLOURED  FRONTISPIECE 

THE  YOUNG-  ARTIST.  LISSIE  LINDEN. 

THE  YOUNG-  SAILOR.  THE  GIPSY  FORTUNE-TELLER. 

HOLIDAYS  IN  THE  COUNTRY.  FRANK  WORTHY. 

GENEROSITY.  MAY  MORNING-. 

THE  MOTHER'S  BIRTHDAY.  THE  PROUD   GIRL  HUMBLED. 

Price  in  Setts,  bound  in  Cloth,  Gilt  Backs,  neatly  done  up  in  Boxes,  $2  50. 


LINDSAY   &,  BLAKISTON'S   PUBLICATIONS. 
THE   YOUNG    LADIES'    HOME. 

BY    MRS.  L.   C.   TUTHILL, 

AUTHOR    OF    " I    WILL    BE    A    LADY,1'     "  I    WILL    BE    A    GENTLEMAN,"   ETC. 
A  new  and  beautiful  Edition,  enlarged. 

A  Traveller  betwixt  life  and  death; 

The  reason  firm,  the  temperate  will, 

Endurance,  foresight,  strength  and  skill 
To  warn,  to  comfort  and  command; 
And  yet  a  spirit  still  and  bright, 
With  something  of  an  angel  light.— Wordsworth, 

In  Cloth,  Gilt  Backs,  75  cents.     In  Full  Gilt  Edges,  &c.,  $1  25. 

Th<»  object  which  the  intelligent  author  of  this  volume  has  in  view,  is  to  awaken  the  attention  of 
young  ladies  to  the  important  duties  of  life  which  devolve  upon  them,  after  they  have  ceased  their 
scholastic  exercises.  In  doing  so,  she  endeavours  to  teach  them  something  of  the  formation  of  cha 
racter,  and  offers  them  various  useful  hints  for  their  improvement,  mentally  and  physically:  explains 
to  them  the  station  they  are  to  occupy  in  society,  and  sets  before  them  in  its  true  light  the  responsi 
bility  they  incur  by  a  neglect  of  their  proper  duties,  in  their  too  eager  pursuit  of  the  follies  of  the  day. 
Such  a  book  cannot  fail  to  be  useful,  and  we  hope  it  may  be  read  extensively. — Baltimore  American. 


THE    BROKEN    BRACELET, 

AND    OTHER    POEMS. 

BY  MRS.  ESLING,  (Late  Miss  WATERMAN.) 
Price  in  Cloth,  Gilt  Backs,  $1  00. 

"They  are  the  poems  of  the  affoetions,  swelling  forth  from  a  heart  chastened  by  the  discipline  of 
life,  sympathizing  with  all  human  sorrow,  and  loving  the  beautiful  in  nature  and  the  true  in  «enti- 
ment  with  unaffected  fervour. 

TREASURED  THOUGHTS  FROM  FAVOURITE  AUTHORS. 

BY  CAROLINE  MAY, 
AUTHOR    OF    THE    "AMERICAN    FEMALE    POETS,"   ETC. 

A  neat  12mo.  volume.     Price  $1  00. 

In  this  book  all  is  sound,  rational,  and  improving,  calculated  to  promote  delicacy  of  feeling  and 
loftiness  of  sentiment,  full  of  good  sense  and  good  taste.  It  is  the  best  treasury  of  thoughts  in  the 
language.— Christian  Intelligencer. 

Containing  many  Gems  of  Thought,  from  writers  of  the  highest  celebrity,  on  themes  of  permanent 
interest. — Observer. 

"Good  taste  and  good  judgment  make  the  selections  of  these  excerpts,  which  convey  lessons  in 
morals  and  wisdom  in  brief  sentences,  the  best  for  seizing  hold  of  the  understanding,  and  remaining 
fixed  upon  the  memory. 

FOREST  FLOWERS  OF  THE  WEST. 

BY  MRS.  ROBERTS,  (Late  Miss  RICKEY.) 

WITH  PORTRAIT,  ETC. 
In  Cloth,  Gilt  Backs,  75  cents.     Full  Gilt,  $1  00. 

She  possesses  a  warm,  lively  fancy,  and  true  poetic  feeling  :  her  verse  flowing  pure  and  musical  a« 
the  waters  of  her  own  West.— Bulletin. 

This  volume  is  destined  to  take  its  place  among  the  nun  erous  American  poetesses  whose  charming; 
verses  expressive  of  womanly  feeling  enrich  our  literature— Presbyterian. 


LINDSAY  &,  BLAKISTON'S  PUBLICATIONS 
WYTHES'  MICROSCOPIST'S  MANUAL. 

THE  MICROSCOPIST,  or  a  Complete  Manual  on  the  Use  of  the  Microscope,  for 
Physicians,  Students,  and  all  lovers  of  Natural  Science.  By  JOSEPH  H.  WYTHES, 
M.  D.  Beautifully  ILLUSTRATED.  Second  Edition,  enlarged.  Price  $1  25. 

THE  CURIOSITIES  OF  THE  MICROSCOPE, 

Or  Illustrations  of  the  Minute  Parts  of  Creation,  adapted  to  the  Capacities  of  the 
Young.   With  numerous  Coloured  PLATES.   By  REV.  JOSEPH  H.  WYTHES,  M.  D. 
"Every  grain  of  sand  is  an  immensity,  every  leaf  a  world."— Lavater. 
A  neat  16mo.  volume,  cloth,  gilt.     Price  $1  00. 

A  CURIOUS,  PHILOSOPHICAL,  AND  INTERESTING  WORK. 

HALLUCINATIONS; 

Or,  The  Rational  History  of  Apparitions,  Visions,  Dreams,  Ecstasy,  Magnetism, 
and  Somnambulism.  By  A.  BRIERRE  DE  BOISJIONT,  Docteur  en  MSdecine  dela 
Faculte*  de  Paris,  Directeur  D'un  Establishment  D'Aliene"s,  etc.  First  American, 
from  the  2d  enlarged  and  improved  Paris  edition.  In  1  8vo.  vol.  Price  $2  50. 

MAYO'S  POPULAR  SUPERSTITIONS, 

And  the  Truths  Contained  Therein ;  with  some  account  of  Mesmerism. 
By  HERBERT  MAYO,  M.  D.     From  the  third  London  edition. 

This  is  the  most  philosophical  work  that  we  remember  to  have  seen  on  the  subject  to  which  it 
relates. — Puritan  Recorder. 

The  volume  is  a  very  curious  one,  and  many  of  the  facts  recorded  of  a  remarkable  and  startling 
character.—  Home  Gazette. 

In  one  volume,  42mo.     Price  75  cents. 

WALKER  ON  INTERMARRIAGE; 

Or,  the  Mode  in  which,  and  the  Causes  why  Beauty,  Health,  and  Intellect,  result 
from  certain  Unions,  and  Deformity,  Disease,  and  Insanity,  from  others.  De 
monstrated  by  delineations  of  the  structure  and  the  forms  and  descriptions  of 
the  functions  and  capacities  which  each  parent,  in  every  pair,  bestows  on  child 
ren,  in  conformity  with  certain  natural  laws.  With  eight  ILLUSTRATIONS.  In 
one  volume,  12ino.  Price  75  cents. 

DARLINGTON'S  PLORA  CESTRICA, 

Or  Herborizing  Companion.  Containing  all  the  Plants  of  the  Middle  States,  their 
Linnaean  arrangement,  a  Glossary  of  Botanical  Terms,  a  Complete  Index,  «fcc. 
By  WILLIAM  DARLINGTON,  M.  D.  The  third  edition,  enlarged.  One  voL,  12mo. 
Price  $2  25. 

COULTAS'S  PRINCIPLES  OF  BOTANY, 

As  Exemplified  in  the  Cryptogamia.     By  HARLAND  COULTAS.     With  ILLUSTRA 
TIONS.     In  one  volume.     Price  50  cents. 


LINDSAY  &BLAKI SIGN'S  PUBLICATIONS, 
MATHIAS'  LEGISLATIVE  GUIDE ; 

Or,  RULES  OF  ORDER.  A  Manual  for  Conducting  Business  in  Town  and 
Ward  Meetings,  Societies,  Boards  of  Directors,  and  Legislative  Bodies.  Sixth 
Edition.  By  BENJAMIN  MATHIAS,  A.  M.,  Late  Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Penn 
sylvania.  A  16mo.  volume.  Price  38  cents. 

This  little  volume  has  passed  rapidly  through  six  editions,  which  is  of  itself  sufficient  evidence  of  its 
value.  It  is  arranged  under  different  heads,  is  brief  and  comprehensive,  and  cannot  fail  to  prove  emi 
nently  useful  to  the  public.  Any  person  of  ordinary  intelligence,  with  a  copy  of  this  work  at  hand,  may 
make  himself  competent  to  take  part  in  or  preside  over  a  deliberative  body,  and  determine  questions 
of  order  with  ease  and  precision. — Pennsylvania  Intelligencer. 

JARVIS'  PIANO  FORTE  INSTRUCTOR. 

AN  IMPROVED  METHOD  OF  INSTRUCTION  FOR  THE  PIANO  FORTE, 
Consisting  of  a  progressive  course  of  instruction  on  that  instrument;  embracing 
also  a  collection  of  the  most  popular  Airs  and  many  original  Compositions,  pre 
pared  expressly  for  this  work,  to  aid  the  progress  of  the  pupil.  By  CHARLES 
JARVIS,  Professor  of  Music,  Organist,  <fec. 

In  this  work  the  elementary  principles  of  the  science  are  explained  in  a  simple, 
clear,  and  familiar  manner,  so  that  the  tenderest  capacity  may  understand  and 
apply  them,  even  without  the  direct  aid  of  a  teacher.  The  plan  of  instruction  is 
eminently  practical,  and  by  its  agency  the  progress  of  the  learner  is  certain  to  be 
gradually  and  permanently  promoted. 

The  seventh  edition.     One  volume,  folio.     Price  $1  50. 

THE  MOST  AMUSING  BOOK  OF  THE  AGE— ILLUSTRATED. 

JUDGE  HALIBURTON'S  YANKEE  STORIES. 

With  ILLUSTRATIONS.     A  neat  12mo.  volume,  in  embossed  cloth.     Price  $1  00. 
A  cheap  edition,  paper  covers,  50  cents. 

Judge  Haliburton  is  always  welcome ;  his  illustrations  are  so  apt,  homely,  and  quaint— his  humour 
so  odd,  out  of  the  way,  and  genuine— his  sketches  of  manner  so  vigorous  and  life-like— that  we  read 
on  and  laugh,  and  are  in  no  disposition  to  be  critical. — London  Atheneeum. 

Original  and  pithy,  it  is  always  refreshing  to  fall  in  with  this  inimitable  story  teller.  His  mixture  of 
sound  sense  with  genuine  humour,  his  fund  of  information  and  peculiar  way  of  putting  it  on  record, 
his  fun  and  his  force— the  fun  being  part  and  portion  of  that  force— are  at  the  same  time  qualities  so 
entertaining  and  instructive,  that  we  know  not  in  the  end  whether  to  be  better  pleased  with  the  intel 
ligence  we  have  acquired,  or  the  amusement  we  have  received. — London  Lit.  Gaz. 

THE  PHYSIOLOGY  OF  TASTE; 

Or,  TRANSCENDENTAL  GASTRONOMY.    By  BRILLAT  SAVARIN.    Translated 
from  the  last  French  edition.     In  one  volume,  12mo.     Price  $1  00. 

We  can  cordially  commend  the  work  to  all  who  are  fond  of  amusing  philosophy,  shrewd  common 
sense,  pungent  anecdote,  and  genial  good  humour.  The  noble  art  of  gastronomy,  under  the  hand  of 
its  greatest  illustrator,  Savarin,  becomes  a  high  and  commanding  science.  The  duty  of  humanity  to 
eat,  the  close  dependence  ol  national  greatness  upon  good  dinners,  the  true  secrets  of  artistic  cookery, 
and  a  thousand  other  interesting  facts,  are  here  set  down  as  dainty  dishes  for  the  literary  palate.  The 
book  is  one  which,  to  be  appreciated,  should  be  read  more  than  once,  and  will  bear  reperusal  a  good 
•nany  times.— Aryut. 
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